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The  Rise  of  a  New  Russian  Autocracy 


RKTl  li.SlM,  L,,        iiu-        LiiU(.(i 

iStiitri,  all.  r  an  .il..-,uuie  ul 
luiu-  iiu.iiih.s,  1  uus  aiiiaz.d 
al  llif  imilu(if  ul  aiyiii-  u:  our  laiat 
I'Ht.'lu.iliojis  witli  i.-sijtfi  lo  liuisia. 
ivi>lctuik,  whom  1  have-  Ht-eu  breai. 
iil>  a  Ueiuoriatie  Koveiiiiiiuui  iii  jji- 
IJtiia  Willi  ih.  luUU-.-i.siifhn  ol  ^  Tai- 
tai  corimiclol  ,  who  has  aiipijrest.._-U 
Ui-u  .speeuh  ami  iroe  pJi.-ss.  who  lius 
fithtT  jaUtd  or  Lxilid  or  murdiicil 
tvtjry  luuiiib.r  oi  tlie  ilub.-,iaii  Co,i- 
.stitufiit  Assembly  upon  wlioin  lit 
tould  luj  luft  iiaiuls,  and  who  has 
lau.-ed  Uie  oppoiiLiilsi  ol  lus  rule  o; 
the  list  to  be  tortured  and  killed- - 
Kokhak  is  represented  lo  the  Anieri- 
<au  people  as  a  disinterested  person 
who  IS  iryins  to  establish  democralu' 
KoNeinnient    in    iiiisma! 

.\nd  now  comes  wold  tiiat  the 
Couiioil  of  I'our  al  i'aiis  has  Ueeided 
lo  supi)ly  ivokhali  uith  moii.  >,  pro- 
Umiius  and  umauuiiiioii,  with  a  pro- 
mise of  leeomiiiion  .it  his  govern- 
ment, nil  the  liypothesis  that  he  wnl 
convene  a  < 'oiistilut nl  Assembly  i> 
.MOon  as  he  has  laken  -Moscow  : 
Moscow  is,  •)!  course,  a  lonj;,  Ion; 
way  <jl'f  tiom  Kolchak.  i.iu  lliat  llu 
liypothesis  is  noiif  the  les=  a  dun- 
tercus  one  1  iiope  to  make  clar  liom 
the    acts   of    isolchak    himsell. 

How  do  i  ciinie  to  know  thes^- 
things,  and  what  aie  m.\  tiualitica- 
lions  tor  eslima'iii.;  tlieir  miiHui- 
ance  .' 

i  sailed  irom  San  l''raiicisco  lor 
\ladi\dfJtok  early  in  September,  1»1S. 
1  was  sent  by  the  I'omiiiittee  on  I'ub- 
lic  Int'orination.  I<"or  what  |Mirpi>s,. 
neithi'i'  the  I'ommittee  nor  I  reallj 
knew.  In  a  general  way  it  was  I'll. 
Ihat  1  niiijht  be  useful  in  !Sil)eria  1 
liiiik  organized  the  liussiaiis  in  the. 
United  States  for  the  nietiiorab.e 
i''o;irth  of  .July,  litis.  I  spoke  Itus- 
sian  well,  knew  the  peculiar  psx - 
choloyy  of  the  liu.ssiaii  mind,  liked 
the  Ktissians  and  felt  v\-ith  them.  i 
was  moreover  lamiliar  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  ItUMSiun  revolutionary 
movement  and  .the  minutiae  of  Jtus- 
.sian  socialist  party  politics.  One  oi 
my  recommendations  w  ts  perhaps 
the  fact  that  I  considered  Hulshevism 
— as  I  still  consider  it  -an  idealist's 
dream,  an  liistorica!  soap-liubble. 
in  Siberia  1  found  an  abundance  of 


Woik  auailiny  me.  1  was  first  loan- 
ed b>  tile  I'ommuiee  on  i'ublic  In- 
f.irmation  to  the  War  Trade  Board. 
1"!  whom  1  took  stock  of  the  im- 
m.  use  iiuaniil.es  ..i  wealth  that  had 
ui;cuniulated  in  the  port  ol  \  ladi- 
M)siok  diiriiiK  the  lasl  lour  .^eais.  I 
v\as  ne.\L  ioaneU  lo  the  -Vmericaii  Ked 
t'lo.ss,  lust  lo  handle  the  now  famous 
Uealh  Tram'  silualiou  and  its  se- 
quels, ihe  epidemics  of  typhoid  lever, 
t>plius  and  dysentery;  then  to  con- 
siruci  an  anti-typiius  train  and  lit 
out  an  anti-typhus  .'xpedition;  next 
1  did  some  literary  work  for  the 
t'ommittee,  and  was  finally  again 
loaned  b.-  them  to  tile  American  lied 
''loss  to  accompany  a  shipload  of  in- 
\alided  Czecho-sluvaks  around  India 
to    ltal>. 

i  ihus  nad  every  opportunit.v  to 
enter  into  Ih.-  \.i\  h.ari  of  thi«  rfi- 
iieiian     silualidii. 

-My  first  slimpse  of  what  the  fu- 
ture held  m  store  was  on  the  wa.'. 
iiom   Tzuruj^u,   .lapaii,    to    Vladivostok. 

Amon«  the  polyglot  passengers 
« ho  crowded  the  boat,  i  met  a  re- 
markable man  -Voinoff.  He  was 
about  4  i,  of  medium  stature,  with 
Ji^ht-iiray,  iieiieyatins  eyes,  harsh 
features  nnd  lony,  blond  hair.  li;.- 
lostuine  was  a  mixture  of  the  uni- 
form of  a  Ki-ench  captain  of  infanti> 
and  the  vestments  of  a  Russian 
priest.  1  was  told  by  passi  ngers  who 
bad  crossed  the  I'acific  with  him, 
that  he  had  yivi'n  such  free  e.vpras 
sion  to  his  hatred' of  -\merica  on  the 
trans-l'acific  sloamei ,  as  lo  set  into  a 
bad  scrap  with  a  group  of  American 
arm>  officers.  1  became  a(;quainted 
with  him.  We  established  ourselvs 
in  a  corner  among  the  lifel)oats  on 
the  upper  deck,  where  we  talked  un- 
inleri  uptcdly   for   many   hours. 

It  w.is  true  that  he  detested  -Ameri- 
ca— an  earthlj,  a  vulgar  a  despic- 
alile  coimlomer.ition  of  hybrids,  with 
mob-rule  f(/r  a  government,  .\mori- 
cas  boast  of  democracy— what  did 
it  amount  to'.'  The  lioast  of  a  full 
])ot  of  flesh  and  .i  full  measure  of 
beans! 

"If  I  believed  even  for  one  mo- 
ment that  such  degraded  materialism 
was  the  destiny  of  the  hutrian  race. 
1  would   jump  overboard,  "   he  d»clar- 


Mi 


ed.      "The    true    destiny    of    mankind 
is,    not   to    rest   content      with      a.    full 
dinner    pail,    like    America;       nor    Hive 
the    I'-rtnch,     to     erect     lik.>ne.s.se.s       >>! 
men    and    women     in    marble    and     m 
bronze,   but  to  produce  a  race  ot   nii:i 
like     unto     the    Creator     himself-    llis 
true   representatives    upon    this    earth. 
To    produce    and      maintain      fUch    an 
aristocracy    is      worth    all      the    blood 
and   tears  o£  the   entire  human   race.  ' 
He    was,    in   shori,   an   aristocrat    by 
conviction   and   a  monarchist   aa   well, 
and  he  was  on   his  way  to  Siberia  .is 
an    emissary    from    the      Russian    of- 
ficers on   the   Krench   front  to   initiate 
a  propaganda   for   the   restoration      of 
the  autocracy. 

"But  not  the  Romanoffs,"  he  said. 
"A  monarch  who  can  not  maintain 
himself  upon  the  throne  13  nut 
worthy  of  it.  There  is  but  one  man 
In  Russia  who  is  strong  enough  to 
n;eet  the  situation.  He  is  known  to 
be  faithful  to  the  iioly  Gr.'ek  Catho- 
lie  religion,  and  he  alone  can  b^j  de- 
pended upon  to  purge  the  sacred 
ground  of  Russia  of  Jews,  I'ole.s,  H"!- 
sheviki,  infidels  and  foreigners." 
"Who  is  that  man?"  1  asked. 
"His  name  is  Kolchak."  announced 
the    military   priest. 

It  was  several  weeks  before  I  real- 
ized   that   Voinoff   was   not   insane 

Conditions  in  Siberia  In  October  lit  18. 

In  order  that  the  reader  may  have 
a  good  Insight  into  the  Siberian  sit- 
uation as  I  found  it  in  October,  r.'is. 
it  is  important  that  he  understan.l 
the   role    of    Vladivostok    in    Siberia. 

Vladivostok  is  the  gateway  to  Si- 
beria It  is  situated  at  the  end  of  a 
long  line  of  railway  that  extends 
across  two  continents,  from  Brest  ii^ 
the  westernmo.-it  end  of  Kurope  to 
the  Sea  of  Japan. 

Foreign  trade  and  foreign  inuiiu- 
factur  ■,  and  the  products  «i  Siberia 
.le.sllned  for  othercountnes  outside 
.,r  Kurope  -e.Uer  and  leave  by  way 
of  Vladivostok.  The  name  of  \  ladi- 
vostok— the  Ruler  of  the  East  -is, 
therefore.  Well  chosen:  for  whoever 
is  in  pos.ses.sion  of  Vladivostok  is  ui 
practical   posse.ssion   of   Siberia 

In  1901  the  population  of  the  city 
was  24.000.  Of  these,  23,000  were 
men  and  the  other  thousand  women. 
It  was,  in  fact,  nothing  but  aRus- 
slan  fortress.     Today   Vladivostok  has 


a   populat     II    of   about    150,000. 

During  the  war  the  Tsar  found  it 
expedient  to  extend  the  institution  of 
til,,  /emstvo  to  Siberia.  It  proved  a 
sl^nal  success.  Local  self-government 
resulted  in  local  efficiency.  A  new 
ajiiril  of  I'atriotisni  awakened,  inanl- 
f.sting  Itself  in  an  ini'reased  supply 
of  butter,  eKgs,  fla.\.  Wheat,  and  other 
Siberian  products  for  the  eastern 
front. 

With    the    fall    ot    the    Kerensky    re- 
gime,  the   Bolsheviki,  us  was  the  case 
m     Kuropean     Kussia,     substituted      a 
Soviet    government     in      place    of     the 
regularly     elected      Zemstvo      admims- 
iration.      on    the    Z'Jlh   of    June,    h   w- 
ever,    the    Czechoslovaks,       who      had 
been     quartered      by     the     Bolsheviki 
upon     the     eminences    around     Vladi- 
vostok, followed  the  advice  of  the  Al- 
lied   Powers    and    took     the     city     by 
marching    through    it.       In    justice     to 
some    of    our    newspapers    who     gave 
vivid    accounts    of    the    bloody    battles 
incident      to      this    achievement    be    it 
said   that  on  the   following  day  a  few 
Bolsh<-viki  did  inirench  themselves  in 
a  building  near  tlie  station  and  a  few 
shots    were    intei  rhanged.      Two    days 
later  .Vikolsk-Ussuriysky  fell,  and  the 
rest    of    Siberia    followed     suit.       The 
members    of    the    Vladivostok    Soviet 
were,    on   general    principles,    interned 
in   a  Czechu-slovalv    c-anip.   The   ^-emst- 
vo    otHcials    returned    to    their    places. 
Upon     my    arrival    at     Vladivostok      1 
found     the     Zemstvo      sovernnieiit      in 
full  swing. 

But  what  IS  a  ZemstvoV 
A  Zematvo  corresponds  to  .i  state 
adiiiiiiistr.ition  in  the  United  Stales, 
witli  its  legislative,  executive  and  ju- 
diciary divisions.  Its  officials  are 
fleeted  in  about  the  .same  maimer  as 
state    utlicials    are    elected    here. 

The  new  administration  was  labor- 
ing under  great  ditll(!ulties.  There 
was  no  maniiluctnring  worth  speak- 
ing of  in  Siberia,  and  speculation  in 
the  necp.ssities  of  life  ran  wild  in 
spito  of  the  vigilance  of  the  authori- 
ties. The  ri.ilway  .syst.in  had  broken 
down,  and  the  hinising  problem  was 
distressing.  Within  the  past  four 
years  Siberia  had  doubled  its  popu- 
lation, and  during  that  period  hardly 
a  single  house  had  been  built.  Tht- 
.situation  was  aggravated  by  the  fact 
that  the  Allied  troops  had  arrived, 
with    their    Red   Cross.      Y.    M.    C.    A., 


publicity  biiifaii-x.  hiuI  oiher  bodi.M. 
And  all  th»-  tinif  wittch)^  cniAiis  of 
refugees  were  prt-ssiriK  eastward,  to- 
ward Vladivci'^tok  KiiKslariK.  Serbs, 
tireekx.  I'ole.x.  J<ws-  men  and  wotricn 
and  I'hildren  of  all  natlonalitliw  and 
conditlunH.  They  settled  in  raihvay 
cars,  railwav  titations,  military  liai - 
raik^  whi-rever  tbir<-  were  I'oiii- 
walln  and  a   roof. 

The  Zeinslvi.  ..(ficials  in  VlailivuH- 
tok  worked  like  beavers.  Atiiid  all 
thf  <litllciiltiefl  and  mistakeM.  one  saw 
clearly  that  a  .strong  denioeratif  sys- 
tem «f  Kovernrnent  wa.s  Kradnally 
einerKinn.  At  th.-  ('it\  of  Tomsk  ihi- 
ueveral  Siberian  Zem.stvos  wre  bf- 
in^  co-ordinated,  and  a  central  ko\- 
ernment  wa.n  uraclnally  but  certain- 
ly eVolvinK  and  u.sKUinin;;  definite  oiit- 
lineH.  At  the  .samp  time  about  '.lO 
inemberB  of  the  original  Itu.ssian  ("on- 
stitueiit  As.senilily  which  had  been 
dispersed  by  the  Holshevikl.  u.ssem- 
bled  at  I'fa,  a  town  on  the  Sibi  rian 
fide  of  the  I'ral  Mountains.  National 
proupH  added  lo  the  representation 
and  an  All-ltussian  Convention  was 
held.  The  convention  elected  a  Di- 
rectorate of  Five  to  orKanizf  an  All- 
lluesian  go\ernment.  The  seat  of 
the    new    ({ovei-nmei\t    was    Omsk. 

The  All-Kusslan  Directorate  fell  to 
Work.  The  several  ministries  were 
orsanized  and  the  labor  of  rebuild- 
ing   the    countiy    proceeded    ajtace. 

One  heard  very  little  about  the  liol- 
frhiviki  at  this  time.  The  fact  was 
that  the  Siberian  Soviets  had  never 
gone  to  jcreat  extremes,  as  in  Kuro- 
pean  Jlus-sia,  and  the  chanRes  from 
Zemstvo  to  Soviet  sovrnment  and 
back  a^ain  to  Zemstvo  sovernment 
had  not  been  of  such  a  drastic  na- 
ture as  to  cause  great  bitternesH.  The 
masfl  of  the  people  were  very  hope- 
ful and  had  great  confidence  in  their 
new  Zemstvo  officials,  whom  they  felt 
to  be  truly  representative  of  their 
interests  and   ideals. 

Their  attitude  toward  the  Ainerl- 
cana  was  that  of  a  small  boy  in  dis- 
tress who  sees  his  strong  older  broth- 
er coming  to  his  rescue. 

"The  Americans  are  our  brothers," 
I  heard  on  all  sides.  "The  A  meri- 
cane  fought  (or  their  own  liberty  and 
won  it.  Now  they  have  come  to  help 
us  wiB  our  liberty.  They  will  siiow 
MS  how  to  establish  a  United  States 
ut  RiMSia." 


The  newspapers  were  full  of  ac- 
counts of  the  excellence  of  the 
American  HoldietK:  how  the>  .  ooked 
their  colle..  in  the  morning  by  ilje 
sul,.  of  th..  railway  tram,  bon  they 
lauKhed  and  playe.l  and  .^aiij;:  how 
I  heir  otticeis  Wore  nearlv  the  same 
••lothinK  a»  the  men,  .md  wer.  nei- 
ther arroKant  nor  irii.l,  li.,w  con 
sidorate  and  polit..  the>  were  with 
women;    and    how    Keneious    with    cik- 

an  Ite.s     ,|tul      kopek.s. 

The  Zemstvos  were  wi.rkui!;  ..iii  ,i 
scheme  oi  government  on  ibe  model 
of  the  Inited  States.  -Ily  the  time 
we  are  through,"  one  of  their  lead- 
ing olllcials  said  to  me.  ■we  shall 
have  your  Ameruaii  t'cjiistitutioii, 
with  such  chanKes  as  will  accommo- 
date it  to  the  peculianile.s  of  Kus- 
sian  life.  The  particular  chanwes  t.. 
which  I  refer  are  such  as  will  allow 
of  a  broader  e.xpaiision  abniK  thi- 
lines  of  national,  state,  county  and 
niiinieipal  ownership  of  public  utili- 
ties." 

"We  have  established  a  special  Hu- 
reaii  in  our  Zemstvo,"  the  chairman 
toM  me,  "whose  l)iisineHs  it  is  to  ob- 
tain all  i)os.sib|e  information  about 
the  way  America  lives  and  works,  so 
that  We  can  teach  the  Siberians  the 
best  po.s.sible  methods.  Permit  me 
to  introduce  you  to  the  chief  of  this 
bureau — M.   Afanasyeir." 

And  the  excellent  .\fanasyeft  pro- 
ceeded to  explain  to  me  the  workings 
of    his    bureau.  ... 

Such  was  the  condition  of  Siberia 
in  the  early  days  of  October  1918. 

l-lrst   Inroads   of   the   New   .Vutocrary 

One  morning,  about  the  middle  of 
October,  I  found  M.  Medvieyeff,  t^.o 
Chairman  of  the  Maritime  Province 
Zemstvo  (an  office  equivalent  to  that 
of  governor  with  us)  in  a  gloomy 
mood. 

He  had  received  a  disquieting  piece 
of  news.  A  Commissar  was  arriving 
in  Vladivostok,  setjt  by  the  AU-Rus- 
slan  Directorate  at  Omsk,  to  superin- 
tend the  affairs  of  the  Province. 
What  the  exact  function  of  this  Com- 
missar would  be  he  did  not  know.  A 
sort  of  inspector,  to  watch  over  the 
Constitution  of  the  Province?  But 
the  Constitution  of  the  Province  pro- 
vi,ded  for  no  such  office.  It  was  very 
disquieting. 

The  Commissar,  M.  Zimmerman, 
indeed    arrived    in    Vladivostok,     and 


^^ 


with  him  an  order  from  the  All-Hu«- 
«»un  iJIrt-ctorute  that  the  tniUtia  of 
thf   I'rovinco   be   handed   o\<r   to   him. 

'The  militia  is  your  poUc-,"  I 
said  to  M.  Medvleyeff,  'how  can  you 
ilo   without   It?" 

"W'e  no  lonser  ha\e  the  power  to 
iirrcst  a  imkpocket,  "  h.'  n-pli.-J  in 
his   modest  way. 

"Uul  why  shi.  liU  the  Dinctorate 
want  to  do  such  a  thing?  Most  of 
Its  mciiiljer.s  are  of  your  own   party?" 

A  few  members  of  the  Executive 
«"oun<'ii  entered  the  Chairman's  cab- 
inet. 

"We  have  a  theory"  said  one  of 
them.  'We  have  come  to  the  coti- 
clutilon  that  someone  else  is  spiakint; 
for   the    l)iiectorate." 

"And     the     Directorate     itself?- — " 

"Is    put    out    of    the    way." 

"How  can  .\ou  itnaRine  such  a 
thinK?" 

"We   can    imagine    nothing   else." 

l>Ml  they  have  their  own  secret  in- 
formation or  was  it  instinct  that  led 
them    on   the    ri^ht   trail? 

I  had  no  time  to  conjeoture  my- 
self. Kor  while  political  history  was 
thus  making  in  Siberia,  I  was  busy 
■with  my  own  work — taking  stock  of 
the  accumulated  stores  of  wealth  in 
■Vladivostok.  The  Tsar's  old  olflcials 
were  bad  bookkeepers.  An  item  in- 
dicating the  presence  in  Vladivostok 
of  some  millions  of  pounds  of  sewinur 
machines  and  typewriters — articles 
greatly  needed  in  Siberia — ^proved 
upon  inve.-^tigatlon  to  be  nothine  but 
electric  bulbs.  Some  75,000,000 
pounds  of  tea  and  a  similar  quan- 
tity of  rice  were  reluctant  to  make 
their  appearance,  as  were  a  number 
of  other  articles  In  quantities  of  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  l!ut  the  most  diffl- 
cult  task  of  all  was  to  ascertain  the 
contents  '■  '  the  private  warehouses. 
Yet  it  was  highly  important  for  Si- 
beri;*  to  get  at  the  facts.  For  Ameri- 
can merchants  could  not  be  expected 
to  ship  their  products  to  Siberia  un- 
less they  knew  in  advance  what  the 
Siberians   themselves   had    on   hand. 

'You  will  find  our  cornerers  of  the 
people's  bread  a  hard  lot  to  deal 
with,"    I   was   told   on   every  side. 

The  Zemstvo  had  a  law  on  Itc  sta- 
tutes by  which  the  merchants  could 
\>e  ordered  to  submit  Invt-ntorles  of 
their  stock.  This  order  the  ofnclals 
of  the  Zemstvo  government  were  very 
anxious  to  Issue,  for  above  all  things 


they    vulut-d    t'le    co-operation    of    the 
I.  nited    States 

"Then  why  don  t  you  issue  this  or- 
der   at    once--    I    asked    them. 

•  Because  "1.  T.-ieklinsky  in.ilstn  that 
he  will  i.sHue  the  order  whi.-h  you 
want." 

M.  Tseklinsk>  wa.-i  the  newly-ar- 
rive,!  repr.'sentaliv,.  ,.f  the  .Ministry 
«jf  Supplies  at  <Jm,-.k.  It  was  true  that 
he  had  promi.s.-d  t..  iHsue  (he  order 
Hut  his  prncastiiialions  wer,.  endle«« 
and    his   e.xcusew   mlinite. 

"But  he  has  promi.sed  a  dozen  timoa 
in  the  last  few  dajs,  and  he  still  keeps 
on    postponing;,"    1    object.'d. 

"He  will  never  i.saue  it,"  wi.-,  M 
Medvieyeff's    lacnic   dedaraticii. 

"Why  not,  when  it  in  so  plainly  in 
the   interest.s   of   mere   Siberia." 

"Because  th-  .Mpocu  ator.<  are 
among  his  .-taunchest  political  .-^up- 
porter.s.  H,.  will  not  m,Ne.st  them  in 
the   interests   o   finere   Siberia," 

"Th.  n  why  don't  you  i.ssue  the  or- 
der  yourselves?" 

•We  probai)ly  shall.  Ip  a  day  or 
two   the  situation   will  clear  up. 

The  very  next  day  there  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  an  open  letter  by 
the  newly  arrived  otficial  from  f)msk 
It  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Omsk 
representative  h.id  no  right  to  inter- 
fer,-  with  the  workings  of  that  body. 
Furthermore,  the  letter  st.it<»d  that 
the  rejrularly  elected  authorities  of 
the  Province  were  responsible  to  the 
people  for  the  billions  of  rubles  worth 
of  commodities.  They  refused  to 
hand  them  over  to  a  person  who  bore 
no  responsibility  to  th.'  people  of  the 
Province. 

But  the  Omsk  government  was 
ready  for  the  occasion.  M.  T.';eklin- 
sky  Informed  the  Zemstvo  adminis- 
tration that  if  it  did  not  hand  over 
to  him  immediately  all  the  supplies 
of  the  Province,  he  would  order  what 
practically  amounted  to  a  blockade — 
he  would  stop  railway  shipments  to 
and    from    Vladivostok. 

The  Zemstvo  admini.stration  sub- 
mitted, and  vast  quantities  of  sup- 
plies In  the  maritime  Province  were 
delivered  to  the  government  of  Omsk. 

Some  days  later  the  following  Item 
appeared   in   the  newspapers: 

"The  temporary  AU-Russian  gov- 
ernment issued  an  order  to  the  effect 
that  the  Siberian  Duma  which  had 
been    dissolved    by    order    of   the    Ad- 


vnkrd    a^aln.       Two    memhrr.,    of    th. 
♦^nnporary     KoM-rnm-nf,        V,.|o^   .IhV 
and   ,;.nora.    Mo„nreff,   .......1:7^,^ 

Mh    ord.r.    and    .au.d    .he    nrre.s,    !.f 
the  oth.r   niPmb^Ts,    AvkHlrntloff    Ar 
JTunoff  and    Zon.lnorf.      m   thi./„Vrt:; 
of    the    ni^mbor.    of    ,h..    «overnmon,. 
thr    .irniv    took    „n    actlvo    part        Al 

Kochak^    ^ho     had     ....^n     pron,lnent 
In   the   aforesaid   ooourrrnr..s    ua«   an 
ro.r,..„    „,„,,,,    „,      ,^^    .^_.^-  ap_^ 

Th,.  Siberian  Duma,  then,  the  cen- 
tral body  of  the  ZemMvo  system,  had 
bern  dus.soIved,  and  dissolved  bv  or- 
d^r    or     the       Administrative    rounrll. 

Conner  '■■  ^."'  '"''-  '^"'"'ni.Mrative 
rounrll.  That  phra.se  had  b^en  tho 
slogan  of  the  T.sar'.s  reKlmo,  and  its 
rriaKie  power  had  .s^t  a  h-ndrwl- 
thousand  freedom-lovinK  U,issian«  to 
the  dungeon,  to  the  ^.-allows  and  to 
hard  labor  in  the  mlnfs.  "nv  ordr-r 
of  the  Administrative  Council'  stoo.l 
for   the   wordB— without   a    trial' 

And  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Directorate  arrested 
through  the  active  participation '  of 
the  army  .  .  .  r  saw  a  black 
cloud  lowering  ov.  r  unhappy  .Si- 
oerla. 

Kolohak's    Coup    d'Ftat. 

The    first    part    of    Xovember.    Iflis, 
may   well    be   named      by   the      future 
historian    of    Siberia      "the      Daya    of 
Suspense."       People     felt     that     events 
of    tremendous    importance      for      all 
Russia   wer.   transpirinK   in   the   inner 
circles    at    Omsk.       ^fpn    and    women 
crowded     the    sidewalks    In    front       of 
the    newspapers    at    Vladlvo.stok    early 
Jn    the    morninp.    waiting    impatientlv 
Tor  the  first  copirs  that  came  off  the 
press.     The  newspapers  demanded   in- 
formation   as    to    what    wa.s    happen- 
ing   behind    closed    doors      at    Omsk. 
But   the   telefrraph   was  silent,   rumors 
were    contradictory,    and       the    Omsk 
representatives    non-committal.       The 
polittcal    skies   were    hea\ily   overcast, 
and    the   atmosphere    heavy   and      op- 
pressive.     Men    smelled    the   odor      of 
sulphur  that  precedes  th«  eruption  of 
a  volcano. 

©n  the  20th  of  November  I  waa 
handllryr  the  "Death  Train"  situation 
at    Nlkolsk-Ussurlysky. 

Upon  entering:  the  railway  station 
that   evening:.   I  waa  startlad   to     se« 


larKe   poster,,,    which    read   aa   follow.: 
DKCIU'i 

f    Mini.sters, 


Of    the    Pouncil 
18,    19:8. 


.Vor. 


Vi 


The    Minister 


Vice    ti    "'    l^"      '^''"'y      and 
'^'ce-Admiral    Al.-.xandrr    Iv.,1- 

J-ha.rman    of    ,h,.    Tounci'    of    Mm,. 
Peter   VoIoRodsky 

of^;:;-;:;::;,^'—  -  the  f„unci, 

Georg:  Telber»r. 
In    view   of     ,he   difficulties      of     the 
government    and    the    necessity      of 

pow;;-7nt""';.*''*"  ^^"^^  ^"^'^- 

power    Into    the    hands    of    a    single 

To    hand    over    t..,nporarily    the    hl^h- 

AIe.vander    Kolchak,     attaching       to 
h.m    the    title    of    Supreme    Kuler 
sters         "'"    "'   '"'"    '■"'^"'^'>    "f    Mini- 
Peter  Vologodskv. 
of''M-'";:r\''^"'^-'-    "'    '^^    ^"-" 
Georg    Telberg. 
DECREK 

Xrm'J'^p^^''"''"''*"''^'-   '"   Chief  of   the 
Armed    Forces   nf   tVi„    t        , 

.tie,       Th      o  f  ^  ^""fl   a"*"-      the 

The    Pity    of      Omsk.      Xov.    18 


Sea 
1918 


oian    Government        t    «. 

Supreme    Rul!^'"*'       '    ^'^^    appointed 

2.— This  day  I  have  taken  Thief 
Command  of  All  the  Power  o'fhf 
Land    and    gea    of    Russia  * 


Admiral  Kolchak. 

be!o'r7^he°'  T""'^  ^"^«  ^^'hered 
peLlan,;  ^^^'^r^-railway  official.,. 
pea.sant8,  workmen.  There  wa^  no 
coniment.  The  silence  was  tense 
ominous.  The  illiterate  kne^-  by  the 
expr^lons  of  those  who  were  read! 
i«neH        something  terrible  had   hap- 

men  or""!  ""^'l  '""^  ^''"^  *  ''O'"^- 
^!   on     t  '"""'"•^   would  ask   one  of 

til  ^L?m  '■"'"'"'■«  '^  "''P"^'"  to  him 
When  fhr^""^  °'  '*"«  P°«'«"-  And 
^^L«  ,n^"?'  ^*"  compiled  with 
--«Jway»  in  a  low  voice  and  alwara 


1 


anil 


very  slowly,  f^x  liable  tor  Hylly>.lp.  Hip 
listener,  at  the  end  oi  the  reading, 
Baid  never  a  wurd.  Some  itmained 
motionless'  on  the  spot  for  a  little 
whil*;,  arms  hantcin«  limp  b>  their 
Bide«,  as  if  paralyzi-d,  others  walki'd 
off  immediately.  And  always,  us  ho 
■walked  off,  each  man  waved  his 
hand  in  the  air  past  hi3  face  once  - 
a  peculiar  motion  indicative  of  an'-ser 
and   despair. 

•■What  do  you  think  o"  IhisV  1 
asked  a  man  who  was  wallving  olt 
With   a   wave   of  the   haiul. 

He  gazed  at  me  in  surprise,  re- 
peated the  peculiar  mo.iimnt,  an  1 
turned   away   without   a   word, 

■What    do      you      lliink       i    ii'.'"       1 
aeked   another    man. 

He  stopped,  raised  his  hand  to  his 
hairy     face     and     walked     uft. 

"What  do  you  think  of  it 
asked    a    .gigantic    \v«rknian. 

..le  appeared  surprised  at 
purity  of  my  Kussian  sprech 
looked    at    me   auspiciou.siy. 

'■.\ch,  you  Americans,  Amiricuns' 
he  said  at  last,  shaking  his  head  from 
Bide  to  side,  and  spreadr  ■;  nis  hami.^ 
out  wide.  "Vou  sons  of  ireedoin, 
what  can  you  be  thinkin;.;  ot  us  Kus- 
Bian    fools?" 

"What  do  you  suppose  will  nap- 
pen    now?"    I    asked    him. 

"Don't  ask'."  And  he  pointed  to 
his  heart.  -'There  is  a  pain  here  that 
ties  my  tongue.  So  don't  ask."  AnU 
he  took  m>  hand  in  ais  tremendous 
paw    and    pressed    it    hard. 

I  repeated  my  question  to  a  little 
red-haired,  red-bearded  mu--;shik. 
PointinK  his  finser  to  the  sky,  he 
muttered   hoarsely: 

"A  storm  is  coming — a  hurricane 
win  sweep  down!  He  land  wil'.  run 
with  blood;-  And  he  *'aved  his 
hand    and    walked    off. 

I  thought  of  Voinoff-the  Ruseian 
mintary  priest  whom  I  -«i  on  ^^e 
way  from  Japan  to  VJidivostok.  and 
for  the  first  time  '  realized  that  he 
was  not  Insane, 

But  Kolchak  was  noe  jonttnt,  it 
««*ms.  with  the  mere  ti  le  of  Su- 
preme Ruler  of  All  Russia.  He  im- 
mediately busied  himself  with  prov- 
ing to  the  people  that  he  wa<!  per- 
fectly familiar  with  the  ninutej.  at- 
.^,^,..,-.  he<!sm'nK  to  an  autocrat  ana 
that  he  waa  bont  on  poBsessHig  him- 
eelf  of  each  and  every   one  of    hem 


.\nd  8«.  en  the  30th  of  November, 
his  Council  of  Ministers  issued  the 
I'ollowiii*  remarkable  laws,  in  which 
even  the  most  benighted  of  my  n-ad- 
ers  will  recognize  the  character  of 
the    government    that    made    them: 

"i'aragraph  1*9  of  th«  Criminal 
Code. — Any  person  guilty  of  an  at- 
tempt (11  the  life,  health,  freedom 
and  general  safety  of  ihi-  Supreme 
liuler,  or  the  violent  deprivation  of 
his  or  his  ministers'  pow  r,  or  the 
ivalization  of  such  power,  shall  suf- 
fer- tiie  punishment  of  death.  Uy  the 
word  'attempt'  is  understood  the 
aiming  at  the  aforementioned  heavy 
crimes  as  well  as  thf-ir  commission." 
-'I'aragraph  lOU  of  the  Criminal 
Code. — Any  pei.sun  guilty  of  a  vio- 
lent attempt  at  the  overfirow  or 
change  of  the  e.xisling  ordt  r  of  go\  - 
ernment,  or  at  the  separation  or 
.s,.oessioii  of  any  part  of  the  Itusaian 
territory,  shall  suffer  the  punishment 
of  death," 

■I'aragraph  103  of  the  Criminal 
i^o6e. — Any  piirson  guilty  of  -nsult- 
ing  the  Supreme  Uiiler  by  wjid  of 
mouth,  in  handwriting  or  in  print, 
shall  be  punished  by  confinement  in 
a  prison." 

••Paragraph  3:;9  of  the  Code  of 
Criminal  Cor'-ective  I'uaishments. — 
Any  person  guilty  of  the  conscious 
non-fulfillment  of  an  order  by  the 
Supreme  lUiler  is  subject  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  being  deprived  of  all 
rights  and  confinement  to  hard  la- 
bor for  a  term  of  from  15-20  years." 
Acting  Minister  of  Justice,  Starin- 
kevitch, 

Business  .wanager  of  the  Council 
of    Ministers    and      of    the      Supreme 

Ruler, 

Telberg. 

On  the  3rd  of  December,  the  fol- 
lowing order  was  issued  by  General 
Ivanoff-Uinoff,  the  Commander-in- 
chief   of  the   Siberian   armies: 

•I  hereby  order  you  to  maintain 
the  sacred  duty  of  allegiance  to  the 
All-Rusaian  Ruler  and  his  Council  of 
MinUters,  and  to  take  immediate 
meaaurefl  for  guarding  the  peace  and 
order  of  the  country.  (1).  By  the 
temporary  prohibition  of  open-air  as- 
semblies.       (2).    Meetings    15    covered 

mission.      (8).   To   •uppress     In      the 


very  germ  any  attempt  at  prcK>agan- 
da  of  any  kind,  either  through  .'ip<ech 
or  through  print  apainsl  the  AU- 
Kussian  Ruler  and  his  Council  of 
Ministers,  and  to  deliver  persoiiti 
guilty  of  such  attempts  to  a  field 
court-martial." 

On  the  27th  of  Xovemtjer,  foiir 
members  of  the  Directorate.  Avli- 
sientieff,  Zenzinoff,  Arsunoff  and 
RoRofsky  were,  hy  an  ordi-r  fii  ii 
Omsk,  placed  on  a  train  and  cairiid 
out  of  Siberia  into  China.  convf)ye(i 
by  soldiers  and  officer^  of  the  Omsk 
garrison.  "The  Eim'lish  Ccnoral 
Knox."  so  runs  the  laconic  report. 
"detailed  several  I^nKlish  Sdldiei.s  ti^ 
act   as   Kuard.s   for    the    prisoner.s." 

The  adherents  of  rtprestntalive 
government  in  Siberia  apinared  a 
little  puzzled  at  first  resiardi.is  the 
part  play  d  by  General  Knox  in  the 
events  at  Omsk.  Hut  it  uas  not  lont; 
before  conKratulations  arrivd  from 
the  repre.fentatives  of  lOnfiland  to 
Admiral  Kolchak.  Then  th.>  Zemsivo 
officials  thouRht  they  "knew  the  rea- 
son why."  and  said  so  in  one  of  their 
resolutions,  which  1  shall  (pioti-  by- 
and-by. 

Yes,  autocracy  had  come  to  life 
in  Siberia,  and  was  working;  out  in 
every  detail  a  model  of  the  Uoman- 
off  regime.  Kven  the  mock  trial  of 
the  person.^  accused  of  arr<stine  the 
members  of  the  Directorate  was  not 
omitted.  "On  the  19th  of  November. 
there  appeared  before  the  Supreme 
Kuler  Kolchak  the  officers  of  the 
local  Omsk  garrison  and  confessed 
their  participation  in  the  arrest,  ac- 
knowledging their  heavy  crime  in 
that,  without  any  ordpr  by  the  high- 
est civil  and  military  authorities  of 
Russia,  they,  of  their  own  initiative. 
had  caused  the  aforesaid  arrest.  They 
declared,  howevei-.  that  they  were 
compelled  to  act  as  they  did,  under 
the  pressure  of  wide  civil  and  mili- 
tary circles.  And  they  implored  th;it 
they  might  he  delivered  ov-r  to  the 
Justice  of  tVie  Field  (^ourl-Martial, 
considering  it  a  happiness  to  die  for 
the  rennis.sance  of  Russia,  the  salva- 
tion of  their  country.  In  compliance 
with  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Ruler 
an  inveMligation  was  instituted,  with 
the  result  that  the  persons  accused  of 
the  nnauthorlzed  arrest  and  deten- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Dir- 
<.«s«.>f'jt<^.     wprp     delivered     fiver     tn     the 


Supreme    Court-MartiaJ.  .     ." 

"The  instigators  of  the  change  de  • 
clared — not   guiltjt." 

"Omsk.  An  order  was  issued  to 
declare  to  all  parts  of  the  army  that 
Col.  Volkoff,  Ataman  Krasilnikoff 
and  Army  Chief  Kitanayeff,  who  had 
been  t  led  by  the  Field  Court-Mar- 
tirl,  wer  found — not  guilty."  Thu» 
runs  the  report  in  the  monarchist 
People's    Gazette    of    November    27th. 

The  politeness  of  the  Zemstvo  -ftd- 
ministration  'at  this  turn  of  affairs 
reminded  me  of  the  attitude  of  "the 
angels  above  human  distresses."  It 
is  certain,  however,  that  they  under- 
stood the  psychoIo:<y  of  the  Supreme 
Ruler,  and  knew  that  if  they  had 
been  at  this  .luncture  otherwise  than 
polite,  th*'y  might  "suffer  the  pun- 
ishment of  death"  in  anticipation  of 
the  laws  of  the  30th  of  November 
(luivted  above.  .\nd  so  on  the  22nd  of 
November,  the  Zemstvo  Administra- 
tion of  the  Maritime  rro\ince  passed 
the    following   resolution: 

"Three  of  the  five  members  of  the 
All-Russian  Directorate,  Avksientieff, 
Zenzinoff  and  Argunoff,  have  been 
arrested  at  Omsk,  after  which,  with 
the  con.sent  of  the  chief  of  the  coun- 
cil of  ministers,  Vologodsky,  Kolchak 
has  declared  himself  th«  Supreme 
Ruler   of   All    Russias. 

"Considering  this  attempt  as  a 
violent  substitution  of  a  single  su- 
preme ruler  for  the  All  Russian  Dir- 
ectorate as  a  phenomenon  of  the 
same  order  with  certain  other  pheno- 
mena, namely:  the  dispersal  of  the 
All  Siberian  Duma;  the  illegal  dis- 
charge of  the  Siberian  ministers  ap- 
pointed by  that  Duma;  the  arbit- 
rary appointment  of  provincial  com- 
missars without  the  consent  and  even 
against  the  protests  of  the  regular ' 
local  governments;  the  .systematic 
violation  and  gradual  annihilation  of 
state  and  municipal  self-government; 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  Mari- 
time Province  Zemstvo  finds  that  the 
event  of  the  i8th  of  November  is 
the  most  prominent  of  this  series  of 
violations  of  the  will  of  the  people, 
and  is  convinced  that  the  further 
progress  of  similar  events  will  bring 
their  instigators  to  the  inevitable 
breakdown  of  their  sinister  plans  and 
hopes  for  the  restoration  of  the  auto- 
cracy. 

"In      C<>n.<3idprntinn      nf     thr.      tf.^r<^aniA 


and  protecting  against  the  violence 
committed  against  tht  All-iiusaiaH 
Directorate,  and  r-jecting  every 
thougnt  of  the  rfstoralion  of  the 
autocracy  in  one  form  or  another,  be 
it   resolved; 

"To  call  upon  the  population  of  the 
Maritime  I'rovince  to  continue  the 
difficult  work  of  strenKthtning  and 
developing  the  organs  of  local  gov- 
ernment with  the  cunsciousness  that 
the  creation  of  a  firm  national  gov- 
ernment can  be  brought  about  only 
by  the  will  ol  the  whole  people 
through  their  elected  repri'.--fiitativi'S 
to   a   Cons-tituent    Assembly." 

Such  are  the  men  whom  Kolchuk 
and  Kolchak's  adlu  rents  hase 
branded  as  anarchists  and  liulshf- 
viki. 

Tile    Stupiilitit's    and    Outrages   of    the 
>'c\v  lleKime. 

I  was  sometimes  amused,  some- 
times shocked  by  the  utter  stupidit\ 
of  the  new  autocratic  regime  in  Si- 
beria. Instead  of  pacifying  the  popn- 
latioii  liy  a  series  of  tolerant  and 
benevolent  actions,  the  new  admmi- 
Etration  took  every  p(jssible  oppor- 
tunity to  announce  its  trn  character 
by  irritating  and  fretpiently  out- 
rageous behavior.  Let  me  cite  a 
few   examples: 

Siberia  was  badly  in  m  ed  <if  suuar 
and  the  newly  arrived  Commissar, 
Zimmerman,  asked  me  whether  it 
Would  be  possible  to  obtain  sugar 
from  the  United  States,  saying  that 
the  Omsk  C.overnment  would  agr' e 
to  sell  it  to  the  people  at  cost.  I  told 
him  that  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of 
the  situation  went,  I  had  no  hopes  of 
his  lieing  able  to  obtain  sugar  from 
the  Inited  States.  I  suggesteii  how- 
ever that  the  English  might  have  a 
surplus  on  hand  in  th<-ir  Straits  Set- 
tlements. I  was  later  informed  by 
M.  Tseklinsky,  representative  of  the 
Omsk  Ministry  of  Supplies,  that  he 
hail  obtained  the  needed  (i;iamity  )f 
sugar  from  the  English  at  the  e\ua- 
ordinarily  low  jirice  of  ,')  1--'  cents  ; 
pound.  Th.T,  was  one  hitch  how- 
ever— Omsk  had  no  money,  and  the 
KiiKlish  detnanded  a  solid  se<'Uiu\.  I 
told  the  War  Trad.-  Hoard  how  the 
matter  stood-  that  onisk  wcjuld  be 
willing  to  sfdl  the  sugar  at  Cost  out 
that  the  l-:nglish  demanded  s-eurit... 
n,.,.    A^-.v       Tr;ole       HoMid       aimeared 


mediately  after  that  I  was  called 
north  to  deal  wit  i  .le  "Death  Train," 
the  Japanese,  Austrian  priaoners,  and 
a  number  of  other  things,  and  1  do 
nut  know  to  this  day  whether  Amer- 
ica furnished  the  security  or  not. 
However,  the  sugar  was  obtained, 
and  immediately  after,  the  tJmsk 
tJoVernmenl  imposed  upon  it  a  tax 
of  over  three  iiundred  ij>  r  cent.  What 
with  the  speculation  that  had  now 
bed  me  quite  a  legitimate  business, 
sugar  in  the  Maritime  I'rovince  soon 
sold  at  three  and  a  halt  to  five  rub- 
ies a  pound  (a  lulde  was  about  10 
cents  at  the  time,)  and  farther  west 
it    was   much    higher. 

1-ntire  Silieria  groaned,  and  cursed 
the    new     idmiiii.^tration. 

In  accordance  with  an  arbitrary 
mandate  from  Omsk  ihe  ticket  for 
the  January  election  at  \ladivostok 
was  presented  for  the  hated  Com- 
missar's approval  lie  struck  off  the 
names  of  a  numbi  r  of  candidates. 
The  effect  of  this  action  upon  the 
population    was    jnimful    to    wltnesti. 

I  made  use  of  my  evenings  to  min- 
gle with  the  real  people — small  busi- 
ness men.  workingnii'n,  militiamen — 
who  gathered  in  the  little  tea  houses, 
in  the  dark  and  unpaved  side-streets 
of  \"Iadivostok.  On  all  sides  I  suw 
the  profound  gloom  with  which  this 
action  of  the  Commissar  had  over- 
cast the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
the  heavy  sense  of  distress--of  utter 
despair — with  which  their  hearts 
were   oppressed. 

"Imagine  \our.self  as  having  spent 
most  of  your  life  in  a  dark  .iail  un- 
til you  had  gidwn  vdd  and  gray," 
.said  a  big  bear  of  a  Uussiaii,  with  a 
tremendous  urowth  of  beard,  as  he 
£at  at  tea  in  his  lieavy  sheepskin 
overcoat  anil  ea|i.  "Imagine  that  the 
only  fhiim  which  sustained  you 
throughout  your  scars  of  siitfering 
was  the  undynii;  hope  of  freedwm. 
And  then  on,-  da.\  the  walls  "f  .V'""" 
prison  are  liuist  asunder  a  flood 
of  light  pours  in  upon  you— your 
shackles  disajiiiear  and  you  are  free 
.--free  flee'  Tl...  hot  blood  cur.ses 
through  your  veins,  you  are  young 
■Ai^Ain.  and  happy,  and  your  heart 
l>.-ats  fast  and  strong.  Saddenly  a 
teiritde  ex.T'.itioner  sweeps  down 
upon  \ou.  who  shackles  your  hands 
and    feet    with    heavy    iron    chains   aiid 
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die!  Death  is  all  that  is  left  to  us 
Russians  now:  We  can  not  speak, 
We  can  not  write,  we  can  not  as- 
i^^Tlble,  We  «an  not  vote.  We  are 
beinp   murderfd." 

'•her  (fuests  gathered  around  our 
tai  i  and  listened  attentively,  now 
and  tiien  interrupting  the  speaker  by 
a  word    of   approval, 

"Hilt  why  do  you  say  you  can  not 
vote?"  I  objiited.  "What  will  keei> 
you  from  voting  in  the  coming  elec- 
tion '.'" 

"  vUte  ?  For  wh(jin?  The  candi- 
dates whom  we  have  selected  and 
whom  We  have  entrusted  with  <iur 
fortunes  hav,-  been  stricken  oft'  the 
ballot  by  a  stranger  whom  w.'  do 
not  know  and  whom  we  ''o  n(jt  trust, 
and  who  is  here  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  (leprivinK  us  of  our  'inhts. 
No,  dear  frie.v.d,  Wt-  ha'.e  nobody  now 
to    vote    for,    and    we    oren'l    Koing    to 

VCiti  ." 

"I'erhaps  you  personally  aren't  Ko- 
InK  t(i  vote,  but  ynn  can't  spe'>k  for 
the    rest    of    the    people." 

The  littlf  audience  laUKhed  j;o(jd- 
naturetlly    at    my    innocenc-. 

".\v)lKJdy  but  a  few  speculators  and 
monarchists  are  fioing  to  the  polls. 
Those  who  love  liussia  will  stay  at 
home,"    they   .said. 

T(i  my  utmost  surprise  the  people 
of  Vladivostok  really  did  stay  at 
home  on  election  day;  although  Sf),- 
COO  votes  had  been  cast  in  the  pre- 
vious election,  only  4UU0  were  cast 
this  year. 

And  yet  there  was  no  pre-election 
campaigning  in  Vladivostok  that  one 
could   SI  e — on   the   surface. 

In  the  meantim-  more  important 
events  wen-  taking  place  at  Omsk. 
Reports  were  continually  arrivmg 
about  arrests  of  people  hulding  mo.st 
moderate  political  opinions.  The  laws 
passed  by  the  Kolchak  Ministry  the 
80th  of  November  were  being  put  in 
force.  i;ver,\  known  or  suspected 
maic<intent  was  branded  as  a  Hol- 
ehevik  and  arrested  accordingly.  The 
members  of  the  Russian  Ponstituent 
Assembly  wi  re  thrown  into  jail  as  a 
Blatter  of  course.  The  Chapter  of 
OppreKsi  'n  and  Repression  was  ra- 
pidly  reaching   its  climax. 

Oi'  lecmber  L'ord,  the  following 
telep.ini  was  received  from  the 
Omsk  Business  Manager  of  the  Mini- 
stry   ol    tnc    interior    iiy    Generai    Hoi- 


vath,    now    the    supreme    delegate    for 
the   Far   East: 

"On  the  night  of  December  21st, 
disorders  took  place  in  Om.sk.  A 
crowd  of  workers  at  Kulomzino  sta- 
tion, which  is  six  versts  distant  from 
Omsk,  rebelled  and  created  disturb- 
ances. Several  hundred  soldiers  at- 
tacked the  Omsk  prison.  disarmed 
the  guard,  and  freed  about  2U0  pri- 
soners, includuig  Rolsheviks  and 
members  of  the  t'onstitui-nt  A.ssem- 
bly.  The  disorders  were  suppressed 
by  8  a.m.  Some  of  the  men  attack- 
ing the  prison  were  arrested,  and  the 
others  dispersed.  They  are  being  lo- 
cated, as  well  as  the  liberated  pi-ison- 
ers.  A  part  of  the  latter  have  been 
re-arrested.  The  rebellion  in  Kulom- 
zino has  been  suppressed  by  the 
troops  sent  out  from  Omsk.  The  city 
garrison  is  taking  quick  and  decisive 
steps    to   control    the    disorders." 

About  the  same  time  Ceneral  Ko- 
manovsky  received  the  follo\,  .ng 
telegram    from    (Jmsk: 

"The  Bolshevik  propaganda  has 
increased  during,  the  last  feu  da>s, 
— on  the  night  of  December  2L'nd,  a 
group  of  disarmed  workinginen,  Bol- 
sheviks and  other  dai  k  elements, 
liberated  the  prisoners  and  attemiited 
to  create  disturbances  m  military 
parts  of  the  city,  capturing  teniijor- 
arily  the  railroad  station  Kulomzino 
and  disarming  the  railroad  militia. 
Troops  were  calletl  in  who  wijied  out 
the  rioters  and  order  was  re-estab- 
lished in  the  city  and  its  surround- 
ings. 

"The  Supreme  Ruhr  issu(>s  this  in- 
formation in  order  to  put  a  sto])  to 
all  provocative  rumors  circulated  by 
traitors  to  their  countr\-.  He  has 
ordered  the  merciless  execution  of  all 
persons  who  attempted  to  create  iVs- 
turbances." 

I  have  talked  with  a  number  of 
eye-witnesses  respecting  this  "merci- 
less execution."  The  simple  word.s 
of  the  telegram  do  not  begin  to  tell 
the  story.  The  reader  may  know 
that  the  Omsk  district  is  one  of  the 
coldest  inhabited  spots  of  the 
world.  The  December  of  liMK,  was 
one  of  the  coldest  on  record.  Kol- 
chak's  men  made  use  of  this  fact; 
they  stripped  the  rebels  and  drove 
them  naked  through  the  streets  un- 
til in  agony  they  confessed  the  name.'i 
and     hiding-places    of    tin  ir       leaders. 
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Thv\  Weil,  thin  riliii'cil  in  rows  and 
shot,  and  their  frown  iiot'i.s  iiilcd 
iruo  fc-ik-ht  cars.  ITotrudinK  anris 
and  le.LiK  wire  sevpied  wi'h  a  Mow 
of  tho  axe.  The  cars  wcrf  pulli-d  out 
of  town  and  thf  Ijodicw  dumped  in 
heaiis    to    uait    for    ih»-    .sjirin^'. 

IiiHilVHiiif    Willi    I^sl    lO'niiiaiitN   of 
R»'I>re>eiHativo    '.;<>«  cMunfiit. 

M-'ic  instil,. t  should  dictate  to 
th,'  r-tuiuclot  animal  of  a  man,  afr  ■ 
till-  (  Irctiori  events  at  X'ladivgstoU,  k, 
ahst.nn  from  harrowinK  the  outraRed 
feelinyw  of  the  voters  any  further. 
l!ui  imiil.\  to  iiritat,'  tlu-  populatie'ti 
did  not  set  ni  Mi!'fieient  to  the  Kol- 
rhak  Commissai-,  He  was  bent  upon 
infuriatink'  it.  Ahout  the  middle  of 
Januaix".  I'.iWt.  he  informed  the 
shrewd  .M.  .\t;areff,  .Mayor  of  Vladi- 
vostok, that  he  had  lewewed  tlie 
cle<'tioii  rt  tiirn.-^  and  found  e\ cr.vthini; 
in  <oiineetion  with  the  recent  liallot- 
InK  r.-i;uhir  and  proper.  He  ffuind, 
however,  th.it  from  a  lenal  stand- 
point it  w.s  iiupossiM,  for  him  to  ad- 
mit iw.i  of  the  ne^lx  idected  di'le- 
fiates  to  the  f\t\  ('luincil,  nainel.\ 
NikifoKpff  .ind  I'soff,  nf  li.ilpit  No. 
8,  liecause  of  their  ISolslievik  sym- 
pathies. 

It  seems  thin  that  e\en  uith  less 
than  one-eighth  of  the  voters  pai- 
tieipattni;  in  the  idectioii,  two  men 
ob.jectionalde  to  the  Kolehak  regime 
did  mana;;e  to  slip  in.  The  Commis- 
sar's id, a  of  "Holshinik  sxinpathies" 
simpl.\-  meant  that  the  men  in  (pies- 
tion     had     no    s\nipath,\-     tor    Kolehak 

Then  followed  a  shar)!  exchange  of 
letters  between  the  City  .\Ia\<ir  and 
KolchaU's  re)>resiuitative.  Here  are 
a  cotipU  of  liriirht  examples,  a-^ 
quoted  in  the  \'l,idi\  ostok  new.-~- 
pajiers.  The  first  is  from  the  Ala.soi- 
and    is    aodres.-ed    to    the    Commissar; 

"111  reply  to  .\'oiir  Utter,  1  ha\e 
the  honor  to  inform  ,\<>u  that  in 
the  mattei  of  convokum  the  new- 
City  Duma.  I  know  m.s  dul.v.  Ke- 
pardins:  the  remo\,il  of  the  loeni- 
bers  and  candidates  who  wiie 
elected  on  Ticket  .\o,  s,  I  rei;r.i 
to  inform  :•  ou  tliat  this  .iem.ind. 
since  it  is  be-,  oiid  \oiir  .iio  liorily. 
can  not  be  eiitertaiiieil  b\  me  nor 
will    any    such    acticm    i'e    taken." 

In  the  same  pa|H-r  the  ( 'ommissai '.s 
repl\-    is    piililisheil    ,is    follicAs: 


"In  acoordanc-  with  the  tem- 
porary regulations  for  the  District 
and  County  Comrjwssars  concern- 
inK  the  removal  of  representatives 
of  anti-KOvernmental  political  par- 
ties from  Ko\ernmental  agencies,  I 
requejt  you,  at  the  first  meetins; 
of  the  new  Duma,  to  Urim;  up  for 
discussion  the  quest-ion  of  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  members  of  the  n  -w 
Duma    (dected    from    List    No.    ,■,. 

"In  connectiim  with  thi.s  [  f.nd 
it  superfluous  to  teil  \,,u  th.it  I 
not  only  kiniw  wh  tt  mv  duties  ire 
but  also  what  yoin-  are  There- 
fore .vour  reference  t"  i;i,\  .-oni- 
|»etenc-y  in  your  letter  .\o.  v4.  vv.is 
misplaced." 

A  convention  of  representatives  of 
.Siberian  Zemstvo.-^  and  Cit.r  Councils 
met  at  \'ladivostok  on  .lanuar\  1st, 
1919,  for  the  pti'-pose  of  de\isin:.; 
ways  and  means  for  the  ecnomu- 
organization  of  the  cointr.x'.  .Nnud 
the  vortex  of  universal  flestruit  ioii 
they  were  attemi)tin«  to  rescue  tiu- 
farm,  the  fishery  and  the  schi.,.]  .i.-j 
material  foi-  the  building  of  a  HfW 
nation.  .\t  the  openini?  of  the  ses- 
sion M.  .Medviedyeff,  the  chairman 
of  the  Zemstvo  Kxecutioe  Council  of 
of  the  .Maritime  Province,  read  'wo 
teleKrams  just  received  from  the  Kol- 
ehak Covernment  at  Omsk  and 
signed  by  the  .Acting  Minister  of  the 
Interior.  One  of  the  teleurama 
read: 

"1  forbid  your  discussins  ques- 
tions of  the  construction  of  ;;i.v- 
ernment  and  other  pcditical  rpie.-j- 
tions   of   a   similar   character." 

The  other  forbade  the  discussion 
of  an.\-  reports  by  the  delesates,  un- 
less "all  political  questions  are  eli- 
minated   from    the    reports." 

The  senseless  insult  so  Bratnitijus- 
ly  thrown  into  the  midst  of  a  --ather- 
inj,'  which  consisted  of  the  most  poli- 
tically moderate  and  certainly  the 
most  enlightened  elements  of  Si- 
beria, called  forth  the  reaction  which 
minlu  ha\.-  be.  e.  expected.  The  con- 
vention, in  reply  to  the  teleyramsi, 
passed  a  number  of  resolutions  '  ;'- 
posini;  the  covernment  of  Kolehak 
as  illeKal  and  arbitrary,  and  expres- 
sinu'  its  alleuiant-e  to  the  leuularly 
elected  authorities  of  the  Z.  ir.stvos 
and    municipalities. 

"The   Coiifi-reme,"    s.-iys   one    resolu- 
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tlsii,  "sei's  the  hopelpssncwa  of  ro- 
SiiIatiiiK  and  directing  a  rcc.nstrur- 
tion  of  the  disurdtred  ecununiic  li.e 
in  view  of  the  prevailing  iwlitical 
tendency  t"  ahrid^e  the  people's 
lights." 

"The  Coafeience  can  not  be  silent 
t<in(eniin«:  the  sad  results  of  the  in- 
terference of  foreig-n  forces,  aiding 
the  influence  of  small  >;roui>s,  which 
have  MO  support  from  the  masses  of 
population. 

"Such  action  can  only  help  to  hriim 
back  Bolshevism  and  to  delay  the 
moment  of  the  c()untr.\'s  reunion. 
Takins  this  into  consideration,  the 
<'onf.rence  finds  that  the  only  way 
out  of  this  situaticm  is  to  re-estal)lish 
Older  on  a  Ijasis  of  the  la«s  issued 
by  the  fiurtsian  Temiiorarj  Covcrn- 
ment  of  l  &  1 7,  and  to  call  in  the 
nearest  future  tlu-  All-Siberian  Con- 
stituent   Assembly." 

("hairm.'in  Medviedyeff,  In  sum- 
ming; up  the  fonference,  .«aid,  "The 
J)rincipal  and  definite  ta.-li  of  tlu; 
Conference  is  to  form  a  union.  Only 
by  a  full  union  of  rei)resentative 
a,t?encies  can  Russia  be  .saved.  And 
we  believe  that  the  City  and  Zomstvo 
povernments  will  save  Uussia.  We 
hope  that  our  example  will  be  fol- 
lowed, and  that  an  All-Siberian  Con- 
ference   will    soon    be    called." 

HriRti    of    Ivau lesMioss       I'nder       KfH- 
chak. 

Open  arrest.-!  and  e.xecution.'-  and 
covert  official  kiilnappiUKs  and  mur- 
ders were  t.-arir,«  the  life  of  Siberia 
into  a  thou.sand  shreds  in  the  month 
of  January,  1919.  A  person  bad  but 
to  be  suspected  of  di.sa^reeitij;  with 
the  aims  or  methods  of  the  Kolchak 
regime  to  be  proclaimed  a  Uolshe- 
vik,  and  from  that  time  on  his  life 
was   in    imminent   dan>;er. 

On  .lanuary  2()th,  M,  AKareff,  the 
City  Mayor  of  Xladivostok,  was  re- 
turninR  late  at  niKht  from  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Convention  of  the  Siberian 
ZemstvoK  in  the  company  (>f  ,t  friend. 
They  were  walking'  aloni;  the  dark 
Pushkinskaya,  when  they  noticeil 
that  tl!e\-  were  cloaely  followed  b>- 
two  men.  Suddenly  their  pi^rsuers 
fired  at  them  from  behind.  But  the 
li  shots  all  missed  aim.  except  inso- 
far as  thev  ijreatly  incre.ised  the  liat- 
red  of  the  population  of  ili.^  daslard- 
l.v  a'tempt — the  government  at  Omsl-. 


A  day  or  two  later  1  happened  to 
ppe.-k  of  this  incident  lo  a  Russian 
army  officer. 

"Agareff?  That  iJol.'ihevik  .'  He 
should  have  been  killed  long  aRo.'" 
was   his   comment. 

I  travelled  in  a  railway  coupe  with 
a  Cossack  officer  and  his  adjutant. 
He  drank  tea,  and  .smoked  and  talk- 
ed. The  CoK.<iacks  were  reciting  their 
exploits  on  the  eastern  front  in  the 
late  war.  I  touched  on  the  topic  of 
the  arrest  of  the  members  of  the 
Constituent   Assembly  at   Omsk. 

"I  know  you  Americans  ima^,'ine 
that  there  is  a  difference  between 
ordinary  Bolsheviki  nnd  those  doys. 
Let  me  tell  you— they  are  all  one 
gauK,  and  there  is  only  ,  ne  thing  to 
do  with  them— to  sh.ot  them  dead.'" 
Kight  members  of  the  Constituent 
Assembly  did  indeed  i)erish  at  Omsk 
late  in  December  or  early  in  .lanu- 
ary. The  circumstances  connected 
with  their  death  were  kept  a  deep 
secret  by  the  Omsk  Government,  but 
the  S'cret  leaked  out  gradually.  On«> 
of  the  eight  men,  Fomin,  had  made 
a  great  name  for  himself  as  a  prf.- 
moter  of  the  Russian  Co-operative 
Societies. 

One  day  I  found  the  railway  em- 
ployees at  Nikolsk  in  a  disturbed 
state  of  mind.  I  inquired  what  was 
the  matter.  A  big,  burly  Russian,  a 
freight-yard  hand,  speaking  between 
compressed  teeth,  and  in  a  voice 
husky  with  pent-up  emotion,  told  me 
that  a  cold-bI)oded  murder  had 
taken  place  there  only  the  day  be- 
fore. A  workingman  who  had  on 
several  occasions  given  rather  free 
expression  to  his  opposition  to  the 
new  regime,  was  informed  by  hi^ 
fellows  in  the  railway  shops  that 
some  Cossacks  were  looking  for  him. 
He  escaped  through  a  window,  ran 
acro.ss  the  railway  bed,  and  began  t> 
climb  the  fence  which  separated  the 
railway  premises  from  the  fields. 
Here  his  pursuers  caught  up  with 
him.  One  of  them  struck  him  across 
the  shoulders  with  his  sabre.  The 
man,  bl.eding  profusel.v,  managed  to 
run  some  distance  along  the  road 
which  led  to  the  town,  but  soon  fell 
exhausted  and  died  from  loss  of 
blood.  He  left  a  widow  and  five 
children 

When  the  man  had  finished  his 
.<<tory    he    showed    me      his      gluantic 
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clencht^d  fist  and.  speaklns  vfry,  very 
Blowly.  with  Ions  Intfrvals  of  .sllcnco 
between  the  words,  he  hissed  be- 
tween   his   teeth: 

"And     do    you     tliink     the    Utxi 
vfrn^eance      will    sleep    forever? 
no!      A   thousand   times   no!" 

I    visitfd    the    city    of •    a 

daya  later.  The  military  command- 
ant of  the  Kiwn,  an  e.xcellent  Uus- 
Bian,  complained  to  me  that  in  a 
little  while  it  would  ije  impossible  for 
him  to  m.'intain  i)'ace.  The  stupid 
outrajjes  tit  some  people,  he  said. 
Were  forciMK  his  peaceful  population 
to  become  Holshevilii.  Five  citizens 
had  been  tcidnapped  a  few  da>s  be- 
fore, and  their  de.ul  bodies  discover- 
ed by  a  posse  of  citiicens  in  the  brusli- 
wood.  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
town. 

"Do       you     l<now       who       murdered 
them?"    1    asked. 
"Of    course    I    do." 

"Ilavi-  you  had  the  murderers  ar- 
rested ?" 

He  looked  at  me  amazed,  then  tap- 
ped  me   on   the  shoulder. 

"The  Lord  is  hiKli  above,  and  the 
Tsar  is  fur  away,"  he  replied  mean- 
ingly. 

"Were  the  murdered  men  Holshe- 
viki?" 

"Whoever  is  murdered  nowMday.;; 
Is  a   Uolshevik,"   he   explained, 

A    military      hoKi>ital    at •    was 

congested  in  the  extreme  by  the  pre- 
sence of  a  number  of  patients  who 
had  been  lirouKht  there  on  a  prison- 
train.  Typhu.s  had  broken  out.  There 
was  no  way  of  controlling  the  situa- 
tion excei)t  to  relieve  the  crowdinpr 
by  a  prompt  rti.schar,t;e  of  the  con- 
v.alescents.  It  was  important,  how- 
ex  er,  to  Keep  them  in  quarantine  foi 
a  certain  lenj-;th  of  time;  anri,  as 
they  were,  from  a  Russian  official 
standpoint,  prisoners,  upon  lieint;  ilis- 
char^'ed  the>  ;  id  to  b.ave  a  convoy, 
a  jail  and  a  nuai.i.  I  niana^;ed  to 
obtain  scjtue  l)arracks  that  mieht 
serve  Imtli  as  a  i|uarantiiie  and  a 
prison.      r>ut    I  hail  neither  convoy  nor 
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guard.  The  only  military  force  avail- 
able were  cavalry  soldier.s,  aad  i  ap- 
plied to  their  chief— a  beautiful 
younj,'  fellow,  dressed  up  in  the 
Christmas-tree  fashion  of  the  Rus- 
sian cavalry  officer  of  the  old  re- 
gime. He  refused  at  first,  saying 
that  it  did  not  b((hoove  the  cavalry 
to  serve  as  convoys  or  Kuards.  I  ex- 
plained to  him  the  danger  to  the 
whole  population  from  the  crowding 
in  the  hospital,  and,  by  appealing  to 
his  patriotism,  at  last  obtained  hid 
consent. 

"I5ut  who  ate  ihesc  prisoners?"  he 
asked. 

I  explained  auain.  There  were 
about  60ti  of  them,  men,  women  and 
children.  About  r>0  were  accused  of 
participation  in  the  Bolshevik  activi- 
ties of  Kuropean  ilussia.  About  la 
Were  petty  civil  offendeis.  The  rest 
were  perfectly  innocent  people  who 
had  been  brought  to  town  along  with 
the  prisoners  through  the  prodigious 
incompetence    of    certain    officials. 

The  officer  suddenly  becaiTie  very 
eager. 

"Doctor,"  he  exclaimed  with  gen- 
uine enthusiasm,  "believe  me,  it  i.'i 
best  to  he  on  the  .s.ife  side.  I'll  toll 
you  what  I  am  going  to  do.  becausa 
I  see  that  you  are  a  real  ..inerican, 
and  I  like  you.  1-et  me  have  the  en- 
tire damned  lot  of  those  600  d?gs. 
and  if  .\  ou  only  s.iy  the  word,  you 
hav.-  my  assurani  e  that  within  24 
hours  there  will  be  neither  sick  nor 
well    among    them'" 

I  evplnined  that  \\hnt  I  wanted 
was  net  an  execution  hut  a  quaran- 
tine;  and  that  with  respect  to  the 
coursi-  of  justice,  1  should  be  only 
too  glad  if  he  would  institute  an  in- 
vestigation. It  would  relieve  me  of 
a  great  respcmsibilil  y  and  the  Ited 
Cross    of   great   expense. 

"Po  you  Americans  stand  up  for 
the    Bolsheviki?"    he    asked. 

I  told  him  that  1  had  nothing  to 
do  with  Russian  piditical  differences, 
that  1  merely  wished  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  an  epidemic  of  typhus  in 
Siberia. 

He   shook    his   head    s^idly 
"The    only    way    to    iirevenl    trouble 
is    to    put    sucli     peopU'     lienealh       the 
ground." 

The  milil.iry  commandant  of  the 
city  o\ertieard  <iur  conversation  and 
later   on.    at    dinner,    remarked: 
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"With  such  an  attitude  on  the 
part  of  the  officers,  what  can  you  t-\- 
p«ct?  In  a  few  weeks  they  will  cun- 
vert  my  entire  population  into  a 
roarlnff,    raginK    Bolshevik    mob." 

The  physKian-i  -chief  of  the  stric- 
ken hospital,  an  d  man,  who  had 
up'-nt  most  of  his  life  in  military  ser- 
vice, complained  to  me  later  that  he 
was  in  a  most  precarious  situation. 
He  was  no  more  of  a  Bolshevik  than 
the  KupreMe  ICuler  himself,  but  ru- 
mors had  reached  iiirn  thi't  lu  was 
being  accused  b^\  some  (u'licials  of 
sympathy     with     the     Bol.-iheviki. 

"My  only  crime  is  that  there  are 
a  few  liol.sheviki  in  my  hosjjital.  iJut 
as  a  physician,  you  know  it  .\,iur- 
seU",  I  can  not  veij  well  kill  th' in 
Off." 

The  conimandant  told  me  that  th'- 
old  man  was  indeed  unfavorablj' 
talked  abtiut  in  military  circles,  and 
for  that  very  reason.  1  wouldn't  be 
at  all  surprised  if  he  were  found 
murdered    one    fine    mornint;." 

"But  who  would  murder  iiim,  that 
kind-hearted,    innocent    old    doctor?" 

"Some  young  officer  or  other.  My 
•fficers  are  very  zealous  fellows,"  he 
said   with  a  sneer. 

Kuloliak,   the   .Mlics   and   the   SiMViaii 
I'cople. 

All  through  December,  .lanuary 
and  February,  Kolchak  was  i.ssuinc 
call  after  call  for  ofticer.s — for  ol- 
fic»rs  of  this,  that  and  the  other 
year.  I  nalurall>  \ondered  wh\  he 
did  not  ask  for  nun.  The  answer 
came  simply  at  a  little  tea-house  one 
evening. 

"If  Kolchak  would  only  issue  a 
call  for  a  Keniral  draft,"  said  a  li'is- 
6ian  whom  I  knew  quite  well,  "that 
would  indeed  bi-  the  end  of  him.  But 
the  devil  knows  his  own  game.  Kol- 
chak is  very  well  aware  that  no 
sooner  will  any  considi-rablo  number 
of  the  people  feel  the  weight  of  the 
rifles  in  their  hands,  than  his  entire 
diabolical  machinery,  together  with 
himself,  will  go  up  in  a  cloud  of 
emoke  ■ 

In    the   town    oi    •    I    had    need 

one  day  for  a  force  of  ninety  Rus- 
sian soldiers,  I  applied  to  deneral 
B. 

"  V' :  r,  f .  t ,_,         *yi  e  M  *         }^  e         e  X  c  1  a  i  m  e  d , 

"Where  am    1   Boing   to   get   them?" 
"You    have    two    regiments    here." 


"True.  Two  of  the  most  dlstlir 
guished  regiments  of  th-  Mussian 
army.  One  ol  them  consist,  of  12 
officers  and  7  men  and  the  other  ot 
9  officers  and  10  men — the  crack 
regiments  of  the  great  army  that  ut 
going   to   save   our   Holy   Jtusuia." 

"Is  that  the  entire  force  at  your 
Command  ?" 

"No.  That  is  what  I  am  tond  of 
calling  my  'ideal'  force.  But  1  have 
a  real  force,  too,  and  my  real  force 
is  entirely  at  your  disposal.  It  con- 
sists of  two  adjutants,  two  book- 
keepers and  a  typewriter  girl.  Voi» 
are    welcome   to   make   use   o     it." 

The  question  interested  me.  For 
the  monarchist  papers  in  Siberia 
Were  now  reporting  great  victorieu 
in  the  direction  of  I'l-tm  and  towards 
Samara.  1  inquired  among  the 
"faithful  "  as  to  the  e.\teni  of  Kol- 
chak's  army.  It  was  true,  they  said, 
that  his  legions  consisted  mainly  of 
officers.  liut  the  L,ord  was  on  hi9 
.^ide,  and  he  was  receiving  a  great 
deal  of  "moral'  support  from  the 
Jajianese,  the  English  and  even  the 
French. 

And  indeed,  on  .January  ;!!st,  Kol- 
chak's  telegraijh  agency  heralded  the 
following    me.ssages: 

"The  British  Cio\ernment  has  e.»- 
;iressed  through  .'-'ir  t'harles  FIlio'., 
Ilritish  High  Commissioner,  its  great 
sympathy  and  interest  in  the  efforia 
of  the  Kolchak  administration  to  es- 
tablish a  free  government  in  Russia 
o).    the   firm    basis   of   public   trust." 

"The  French  Government,  through 
the  French  High  Commissioner,  M. 
Kgnot,  expresses  its  great  pleasure 
in  the  co-operation  between  the 
ICkaterinodar  Central  Government 
^t;en.  iJenikin's)  and  the  Kolchak 
CJovernment,  and  remarks  that  the 
appointment  of  Sazonoff  as  the  joint 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  has 
S"rved  to  strengthen  the  Kolchak 
<iovernment,  thus  leading  to  a  re- 
cognition of  Kolchak's  supreme 
power." 

Sazonoff,  by  the  way,  had  been 
one  of  the  mainstays  of  ihv  -Ministry 
of   Tsar    Nicholas. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  expatiate  on 
the  "moral"  and  otner  a-ssistance 
wnich  .lapan  has  rendered  Kolchak. 
^ry^i^  \vc:r>ri  ik  inn  we!!  ;iv.*;irr  of  thi? 
nature  of  .Japan's  love  for  Russia. 
The    proof    of    the    love    for    the    P  ul- 
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diiiK    IS.    ader   all.    in    the   fatin;;    nf    it. 
The     Citechcslovitk      a«il      AiiuTicaii 
policie.s    presented    a    decided    contrast 
to   tho.«e   of   the   other   Allies. 

r>n  November  ;;iat.  three  day.s  after 
Kolch.ik's  coup  d'etat,  the  followins 
resolution  wa.«  pa.^.sed  by  th.-  Czecho- 
slovak    National     Council: 

"The  Itu.'wian  Divi.sicpn  of  the 
Czecho-slovak  Na'lonal  Cn'mcil,  in 
order  to  |)ut  a  stop  to  coii.iectui«f- 
re.'<pectinK  it.M  altitutie  toward  cur- 
rent   event.s.    hi    "h,\'    declar>s: 

"That       t:  zecho-.slo\ak       arni.v  , 

which  is  fiK  iiK  for  the  Uical.-.;  of 
liberty  and  the  self-i^o\eriuiient  o: 
nation.'*,  can  not  and  will  not  m- 
ciperate  oi-  syinpathii/.e  with  .1  vi(jlint 
change  which  is  perpendicularh  op- 
pose<l  to  such  ideals.  The  chatif^c  oi 
the  l^th  of  Noveiiibei-.  at  (inisk,  has 
subverted  the  very  foundation  of  that 
principle  of  law  and  order  whic-h 
must  be  the  beginninK  of  every  ^ov- 
^rnment." 

Th..  reader  will  remember  it  \^as 
propused,  lar^el:-  through  the  >  f- 
forts  of  President  Wilson,  to  invite 
representatives  of  all  the  Uussian 
political  factions,  including;  the  So\ - 
jet  Uepublic  of  Central  Russia,  to  ,i 
conferenc,.  at  I^rince's  Island.  Kol- 
chak  took  fright  at  this.  and  ad- 
dressed a  messane  to  his  army,  in 
which  he  declared  his  uncompromis- 
ing; attitude — the  Ku.ssian  people 
would  not  deign,  ho  said,  to  treat 
with  infidels  and  outoast.s — the  mis- 
eion  of  the  army  was  to  rescue  'he 
Holy  Reiigion — to  purge  the  land 
and  so  forth.  Anyone  ac- 
quainted with  the  language  of  the 
Black  Hundred  of  Imperial  Russia 
can   easily   imagine   the   rest. 

(ieneral  Graves  thereuixm  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  if  Siberia 
were  to  be  adequately  represented  at 
Prince's  Island,  those  groups  of  the 
Siberian  population  who  considered 
the  Kolchak  C.overnment  illegally  or- 
ganized, must  be  allowed  to  send 
delegates  as  well  as  the  Kobh.ak 
G<ivernnient    itself. 

The  Chief  of  the  A.  K 
open  eyes.  He  refused  to 
troops  to  do  any  fighting 
chak,  or  even  to  hunt  Bolsh.viki,  and 
kept  the  American  soldiers  consist- 
^_.i.^.  j«  thii  r"r..'*t  of  5*iberia.  More- 
over, he  tjiought  it  was  wrong  to 
brand  all  the  dissatisfied  political 
elements     as       Rolsheviki.       Whenever 
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lepnrts  eanie  in  of  projected  murders 
of  real  or  alleged  Ijolslieviki  b>  Cos- 
sack frer-booter.s,  (ieneral  (iraves 
.sent  -Xinerican  soldier.s  to  intercede  in 
behalf  of  the  victims.  If  executions 
did  take  place,  as  in  Mab.irovsk.  it 
was  in  spit*  of  the  intervention  of 
.\merican   troops 

I'lulT  these  iircuio.stances  it  was 
not  surprising  ihat  Kolchak's  press 
agencies  now  bigan  to  speak  of  I're-  i 
tident  Wilson  as  .i  dreamer  and  a 
I'toplun.  The  fact  is  that  Kolchak 
''id  ce;ised  to  look  to  America  for 
support  ill  Ins  aut  Kratic  ambitions, 
i!ut  he  did  not  ;'eed  it.  He  haii  the 
substantial  co-operation  of  lOngland 
and  of  .laiMin  and  even  of  demo- 
cratic   France. 

1  n  V  asked  a  leading  Zemstvo  of- 
ficial v\hat  their  course  of  action 
would  be  if  the  (<!emolitiim  of  repre- 
seiitati\c  ^'overnmeiit  in  .Siberia 
should     proceed     still     further. 

"It  can  not  proceed  further."  w-ae 
the  disheartened  replj.  "The  process 
is  complete.  (Jur  [ire.s-s  is  muzzled. 
We  are  sure  to  be  murdered  if  we 
speak  aloud.  I'erhaps  \ ou  can  think 
of  something'.'  You  Americans  ha\o 
had    plenty  of   leisure   to   think.  " 

I  was  a  little  discomfited  \>y  the 
last    remark. 

"VfMi  refer,  of  course,  to  our  policy 
of  non-interference,"  I  replied.  "Fiut 
you  know  perfectly  well  that  it  is 
not  our  busineSH  to  interfere  ui  your 
family   quarrels." 

"No.  Your  buainess  is  simply  to 
sit  and  witness  the  interesting  r  lee- 
tacle  of  an  autocracy  being  fastened 
upon  .Siberia.  And  how  we  welcomed 
your    coming       here!        You       remem- 

h  T? " 

I  remembered — -the  enthusiasm 
for  .\merica  and  everything  Ameri- 
can— their  eagerness  to  imitate  our 
ways  and  method.s — their  dream  of 
constructing  a  I'nited  States  of  Rus- 
sia cast  in  the  mold  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

"So  you  think  we  h.id  better  get 
out   of  here?" 

"■Well,  the  fact  is.  "  he  said,  "that 
left  to  themselves  th>'  Russian  peo- 
jde  could  cope  with  Kolciiak  ver.v 
easily  indeed.  Y'ou  know,  they  coped 
with  Nicholas.  Hut  they  can  hardly 
:^lai"t  a  row  %vh:;,  their  :::;i::;c  :^  'u's 
of   guests.      It    wouldn't    be    polite." 

JOSHUA    ROSETT. 
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Anti-Bolsheviks  and  Mr.  Spargo 


ON  i)HKi:  llj'J  uf  hi«  book  on  Uol- 
fthi-visrn,  ai«cusai!iK  the  jjei - 
lod  of  KiFfUHky,  Mr.  Spurfjo 
»a>K  th  a  111)  olht-i  K"Vfnirii.iit  w  ajs 
posMiljk'  I'll-  Itu.ssia  txcepl  a  Htiuiiu' 
deijjjotiMin.  "  Th»-)i  his  next  ili.ii.tei 
-  the  oiif  m  which  he  proM'S  llie 
liolbhi'Vik.s  Biipr«TJi<-ly  uiul  hcUTlbly 
wrons — Is  headed  The  Hijlshe%ik 
War  AKainst  Uemocracy.  Mr.  rfpar- 
go's  view  Iw  that  KuB.sia  .should  have 
a  aenpotism  but  that  it  whoulit  be  a 
d««potiam  orBiUiized  deinocratu.allv . 
i^iun  found  it  difficult  ti>  liU  this 
prescription. 

He  made  a  riort  of  .start  ut  it, 
thouRh.  On  page  l''J  -M"'-  Spargo 
says  that  "Lenin  projio.>?ed  tu  H've 
the  Hole  control  of  liu-;isia  ii.to  tl-c 
handK  of  not  more  than  liUD.uuO 
workers."  A  despotism  by  :;uu,UOo 
workers  i*  certainly  ^iOO.OUO  linit  h 
more  democratic  than  a  despotism  by 
une  man — which  is  the  custoniary 
iKinse  of  the  word  despotism.  i-'ill, 
it  doe.>»  seem  a  bit  exclusive,  and  it 
also  seems  impossible  and  n.creu- 
iblo.  .Mr.  Kparso  therefore,  or.  Inj^e 
:;il,  quotes  Lenin's  own  word.s  about 
it.     Lenin  says: 

"Just  as  150, OUU  lordly  landov.ntrs 
under  Tsarism  dominated  the  I'Ht,- 
000,000  ci  llussian  peasants,  so  200,- 
eOO  mVmbers  of  the  H»lshevik  party 
are  impoaing  their  proletarian  will 
on  the  mass — but  this  time  in  the  in- 
terett   of   the   latter." 

Such  is  one  of  Lenin's  sentences. 
But  the  subject  is  Urge.  Lenin  gave 
it  more  than  one  sentence.  He  Kave 
it  numerous  sentencea  (uni;ucted  by 
Mr.  Spargo)  in  his  principal  work 
on  such  matters —  the  pamphlet 
written  before  the  Bolshevik  Revolu- 
tion under  the  title  Can  the  Bolshe- 
\-lka    Hold    the    Government    Power? 

In  this  pamphlet  Lenin  speaks  of 
the  well  known  fact  that  in  every 
country  the  voters  of  any  political 
party  are  many  times  morr?  numer- 
otu  than  the  party-members.  He 
aJludes  tp  the  evidence  of  this  fact 
in  elections  recently  held  In  Petro- 
grad.  On  that  evidence,  after  cal- 
culating ttie  BoiEhovik  pari>  siieiie^it 
M  240,000,  he  calculates  the  Bolahe- 
Yik  voting  strength  as  1,000,000;  and 
ha   Bays;      "Here    we    have   already  a 


Stale    ApiJaiatua    of     1,000, uOO     people 
faithful     to     the     Socialist     Stale." 

He  adds:  ".Not  only  this,  but  wa 
have  a  nicthod  by  which  at  one  blow 
we  can  increase  our  Slate  Appara- 
tis  'en  fold—  a  nielhod  vvhicii  not  a. 
singlu,  cj'pital'stic  state  has  ever  had, 
or  could  ever  have,  at  its  disposal  — 
namely,  the  summuning  of  the  labor- 
ing, the  suiiiiiioiiii.g  of  the  poor,  \.\t 
the  everyday  work  of  maiiaginK  th« 
State." 

ilc  adds  later:  "To  govern  the 
Slate  111  such  a  spirit  (the  spirit  o£ 
benefit  for  the  mass)  we  can  at  once 
suinmo  a  Government  Apparatus  "1^ 
10,000,1  ,  if  not  of  :;o,000,000,  peo- 
ple; and  this  apparatus  we,  and  we 
alone,  can  create;  because  we  are  as- 
sured of  llie  HBOsl  complete  and  un- 
limited sympathy  by  the  gigantic 
inajorlt\     of    the    population." 

There  is  a  certain  gap  lietwe.-n 
this  stateiiieiU  by  Lenin  and  Mr. 
Siiargos  statement  that  Leiiin  pro- 
po.sed  to  ,^ive  the  "sole  C(  utrol"  of 
Russia  to  JOO.OOO  persons.  -Mr.  Spar- 
go quotes  the  sentence  al)out  the 
"200,000."  He  does  not  quote  the 
sentence  about  the  "10,000,000  if  not 
.'0,000,000."  I'erhaps  Lenin's  com- 
plete works  are  not  handed  to  Mr. 
Spargo  by  the  Russian  groups  whose 
purposes  in  Russia  are  advanced  by 
Mr.   Spargo's  writings. 

Perhaps,  also,  other  informatiot» 
is  not  handed  to  him.  On  page  216 
of  his  book,  Mr.  Spargo  says;  "Whei* 
they  (the  Bolsheviks)  came  inti> 
power  they  suppressed  all  non-Bol- 
shevist papers  in  a  manner  differing 
not  at  all  from  that  of  the  Tsar'* 
regime,  ft.'cing  the  other  socialist 
parties  and  groups  to  resort  to  pre- 
Revolution  underground  methods." 
Mr.  Spargo  says:  "when  they  came 
into  power.  '  Mr.  Spargo  says:  "all 
non-BolshevlBt  papers."  Yet  in  May 
of  1918,  six  months  later,  the  follow- 
ing newspapers  were  running  in  Mos- 
cow: 

Vecherr  i  Vremia,  Independent; 
Ranee  Uvro  and  Zaria  Rossii,  organ* 
of    the    business      interests;      Vpered, 


Liberal  Cadet;  Naahe  Slovo,  Conser- 
vative Cadet;  Vlast  Naroda,  Co-op«r- 
ative.    Contributed    to    by    SoclalUts- 
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flevdliitionista    of    the    RiRht 

AlHO  runnlriK  wrre  various  non- 
HoKsh.-M.it  inaKazin.s,  includiiiK  the 
Nov!  Hatirikon.  In  January  of  1918, 
the  Xovi  Satirikon  cartoonod  L.nin 
as  KuHsia's  unii.Tiak»T,  with  the 
caption  •Third-Cla.sH  Funerals.  Len- 
la  and  Co."  In  May  of  191  s.  the 
Xovi  .Satirikon  Wiis  still  Cilrtoonln^ 
I>enin.  In  that  month  it  drew  him 
presentinK  a  larKo  platter  to  the 
JiiKs-xian  uorkinKman.  On  the  plat- 
ter li.s  a  little  flower — the  flower  of 
the  si'ason — a  carnation.  The  work- 
InKman  say.s:      "Hut   if  only  thtrc  wa.s 

a  little   Karniture   of   potatoes!" 

In    I'ttroKrad,    in    May   of    191S.    the 

following'    newspapers    were    running: 
Nash   Viek,   Cadet:    Diflo   N'arodnoe. 

Sociallst-lle\olutionist    of    the      liifiht; 

Znamia    Truda,      Socialist-Itevolution- 

1st   of   the   Loft. 

In  1917,  under  Kerensky,  th,-  Bol- 
ehevik  party  paper  I'ravda  was  raid- 
ed and  its  print-.shop  wrecked.  The 
Bolshevik.s  were  tryinp  not  merely  to 
criticize  the  Kerensky  administration 
but  to  utterly  destroy  the  Kennsky 
Idea  of  the  State.  It  wa.s  inevitable 
that  they  should  b(>  roughly  handled. 
Mr.  SparKo.  on  pape  ISS  of  his  book. 
dlscu.ssins  tile  <-vints  of  that  time. 
Bays  without  di.-^  pproval:  "Some  of 
the  Bol.shevik  papers  were  suppres- 
sed." 

But,    sim''nrly.    under   Lenin,    if  any 
paper    tried     not     mer.ly       to    criticize 
the    I.,enin    administration    hut    to    ut- 
tt-Iy     de.stroy     the       Bolshevik     Soviet 
•d.  a  of  the  St.ate.    its  editor  was   like- 
ly   to    find    his    puMishinp    life      quite 
frequently     interrui)ted.     Xevertlieles.s, 
In    spite     of    suppr-'S.sions,     there    wa.«! 
an    incessant    [irintintr   of    non-Bolshe- 
vik   and    of   .nnti-Bolshevik    news    and 
edltori.als    and    cartoons    down    to    the 
middle    y,!    1918.      Mr.    Sparpo    himself 
would    probably    be    willing    to    retrard 
as       non-Bolshevist       tho       character- 
sketch    of  Trotsky   which   appeared    in 
the   mapazine   called    Sinii    .lournal    in 
February   of   1918,    describing  Trnt.sky 
as    "this    adventurer,    this    man    with- 
out a  fatherland  and  without  a  fath- 
er,   this    parody    of    Robespierre,    this 
bloody   clown." 

Then,  with  the  middle  of  1918.  the 
armed  open  attack  of  the  Socialist- 
Revolutionistfl  on  the  Bolshevik  Gov- 
ernment brought  Soviet  Russia  to  a 
condition  of  open  acute  civil  war.   Is 

It 


here    any    sovernment    in    the    world 
that   permits   pro-enemy   pap.rs   to    he 
printed   within   It.   territory   dur.ng     a 
civil    war?       Certainly    no    Hu.h    gov 
™ent    ha.    ever    been    reported^   m 

In  the  Russian  city  of  Chelia- 
binsk  in  sept-mber  „f  1918.  the 
Hoc.,al,«t«-Revolutionist  paper  The 
lule  of  the  l-eople  waL  \eported 
closed  down  by  the  Cadets.  In  the 
«ame  month.  „i  Samara,  the  Cadet 
Pap.,r,  The  Nol^a  Day  was  reported 
closed  down  l.y  the  .Sociall.sts-Revol- 
ut.onmts.  Kolchak  today  i„  s.Jria 
ha«  gaKKwi   a„rt   ^^^^^^   ^^^^   ^  ^^ 

berian  pre.^s.  a.,  can  be  .seen  by  his 
antt-cuil-l,ber,y  legislation  Joted 
H.-where  in  thi.s  issue  of  the  New 
RepuWic  by  Dr.  Kosett.  Dr.  RoseU 
reports  also  personally  that  the  Kol- 
chak authorities  clo.sed  down  a  pap- 
er 1.1  Vladivostok  :,imply  for  carr^ . 
inp  th..  .standard  line  which  for  de- 
cades has  been  carried  by  every  Soc- 
-■i«t  paper  in  the  wor,d-"Workfn,'- 
men    of   all    countries,    unite!" 

Of  1918,  the  editor  of  an  anti-Soviet 
paper  was  likely  to  find  his  publish- 
■ns  I'fo  ab.solutely  stopped.  An 
American  lawyer  who  «as  repre.sent- 
^nK  an  American  mi.s.sion  in  Soviet 
Ru.ssia  in  .July  of  1 91 8.  writes  to  me 
t"  say  that  in  that  month  "most  of 
the  opposition  papers  were  suppre.,- 
.-'^fi.  But  is  it  not  strange?  Mr 
Sparge  gives  the  reader  the  distinct 
impression  that  non-Bolshevist  pap- 
ers were  all  underground  just  about 
as  soon  as  Lenin  had  a  chance  to  see 
h,m.  Yet  they  are  .still  exhibitin,<r 
themselves  openly  and  have  to  be 
driven  underground  some  more  af- 
tPr  eight  month.s  of  Lenin'.s  rule.  And 
there    i.s    something    stranger    still. 

On  page  221.  in  small  type,  in  a 
quotation  from  Inna  Rakitnikov  we 
iParn  that  when  the  paper  of  '  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Socialists- 
Revolutionists— Lenin's  chief  enemies 
•was  suppressed,  the  result  of  the 
suppression  was  simply  that  the  pap-' 
er  continued  to  come  out  ju.st  exactly 
as  before,  "only  changing  its  name." 
Ivurtnpr.  on  Da^r  *i  2  P  ~..y-...„  tij^_ 
Spargo  quotes  an  editorial  "from  the 
Bolshevik  paper  Pravda  saying  that 
all  Journals  of  the  enemies  of  the 
Bolshevik  Government  must  be  des- 
troyed,  he  gives  us  the  date  of     the 


editorial  scrupulously.  It  ia  in  a 
foot-note.  It  .8  July  5,  1918.  in  the 
Civil  War.  Diwn  to  that  time,  ac- 
cordlnK  to  Mr.  Spargo  himself,  in  un- 
emphasized  s.-nall  type  and  foot- 
notee.  there  w.re  non-Bolahevlst 
papers  still  existinK  and  sUll  rous- 
ing I'ri  vda  t.)  demands  for  their  sup- 
pression. 

Mr.  Spargo's  favorite  method  of 
flKhtinff  HolHhevism  is  to  make  a 
loud  noise  against  some  wicltedness 
of  the  ilolshevilts  and  then  to  pro- 
tect himself  by  making  a  very  tiny 
and  almost  inaudible  noise  provinj; 
that  the  loud  noise  was  far  too 
loud. 

One  of  his  tiny  noises  is  on  page 
256,  where  in  a  general  and  judicial 
manner  he  .says:  'There  is  really  not 
much  to  choo.s,.  between  the  wavs  of 
Stolypin  and  Von  IMehve  and  those 
of  the  I.enin-Trotsky  rule."  The  cor- 
responding loud  noise  is  on  the  pre- 
vious page  where  he  dwells  on  the 
eavagery  of  the  Bol.shevikg  and  then 
specifically    and    aggressively    says: 

"The  death  penalty  was  never  in- 
flicted for  civil  crimes  under  the  late 
Tsar.  It  was  never  inflicted  for 
political  offence.s.  On'  rarely  was 
It    inflicted    for    murder.  ' 

Here  indeed  is  mystical  theoretical 
Holy  Russia,  reverently  revived  by  a 
distinguished  Socialist.  The  actual 
Russia  was  once  more  realistically 
known.  It  still  lives  for  us  in  thou- 
sands of  documents  getting  slightly 
dusty  now  in  the  days  of  NichoKs, 
the  Martyr.  Prince  Kropotkin's  book 
on  The  Terror  of  Russia  was  written 
In  the  days  of  Nicholas  the  Murderer. 
It  de.scribes  wholesale  murders  pro- 
miscuously accomplished:  and,  on 
the  point  of  deliberate  legalized  capi- 
tal   punishment    it   says: 

"Under  the  military  law  now  in 
action  in  most  of  Russian  territory, 
the  smallest  agrarian  disorders,  and 
even  setting  fire  to  a  landlord's  barn 
or  stack,  are  treated  as  Implying  the 
death   penalty." 

In  the  Russian  Duma,  in  1906, 
General  Kouzmin  Karavaeff,  a  mili- 
tary  procureur,   a  deputy  of  the  con- 

repreasions,  said: 

"Over  600  men  were  during  the 
last  four  months  hanged  or  shot  or 
otherwise  deprived  of  life  by  most 
horrible    methods    without      trials    or 
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after  mock   triaN      Thi.   n 

palling,    and    it    show^u«  '"""''   **  ""• 

Such  was  the  T.sar  Mr  sr, 
washes  the  Tsar,  and  throws  the'wat" 
er  on  the  liolbh.viks  h«  . 
page  2o5,  that  "tV  u  ,  t  "^'''  °° 
troduced  hang  ng  ani  n^"""  '"' 
public  for  potty  cun  ""«^'"K  "> 
proves  this  chlrL  bv  on""'"'"'-  "" 
from  the  Soviet  f^.  *  "••■  """''^lion 
paper.   i^t^Va"    He^^r '^^  -^'-' 

aemenovskala    and    thl  """'"'^   "' 

orgrzerrortrLVu^itr'^-^'^^ 
each  Of  the  by^tan^e^  thropTo^tun- 
Uin  fr  *''*''l"*^  'h«  condemned  to  ob- 
f^^ionr"  t5'"  «"^'"--"tary  \Z 

=:FiH^----"^- 

^::  ;anged     ^in^Th;ee'''^a„r  "S 

■sted    o„    th'   t°^"'    '""^   ^-""'J    "-o- 
stood  up  ■■ ''•^   '""■•      ^"'^    '"^^      "^-d 

Such    is    Mr.    Spargo's   quotation     Tt 
■s  from  an  article  in  colun.     tyen  o 

Air  Spargo  was  able  to  quote  this 
arncie  almo.st  entire.  Ho  left  out 
only  the  headline,  the  introductory 
^ontence.  and  a  comment  by  t^e 
editor  of  Izvetsia.  ® 

The    headline      is      "A     nti„i,* 
Th<>    •„.-  ^  ^   Nightmare." 

The    .ntroduciory    sentence     is:     "The 

th^'Fr^e  T   ^°''-^'^^^^-<i-^y   Sovlet- 

m:re^ u;:  ';vfnrrf"''^^  "  "'■^^'- 
1        .  .  "^^ent       of      an       organized 

lynchmg  in  the  village  of  du7^- 
The  comment  by  the  editor  of  t. 
vestla.  as  the  .story  of  the  lynching 
proceeds,    is:    "Horrible." 

Headline,  introductory  sentence, 
and  comment-all  together-are  only 
a  few    words.      Whv    riid    x,,.     L?!!!^ 

ThX  ''^^  '"'^  *""  informant-lea;; 
them  out?  Why  is  a  lynching  by 
peasants  manufactured  into  a  ifw  by 
Lenin?  Mr.  Spargo  learns  of  the 
Loupia  aifair  only  from  an  arUcle  In 
Izvestla.     That  article  reports  the  a," 


tan  UH  I  Ittwions  btiLfunB  L/y  an  oi - 
Uixt>i/.Kil  iiiulj  ami  ■  ijiiu.fiiiis  It.  All. 
Bpurgo,  ui'  .Vlr  tipartiu  a  luiurinuiil, 
by  uupprMMiiiK  pari  ut  itu  ui  iicu-, 
ri'piirlH  tho  iiftair  an  an  at;l  ul  IJul- 
■  hevlK  K«-'n»!ral  law  aiul  of  Uulshevik 
liiiiiu-iliute  tiovt-ciinieiital  adriiitiisli  a- 
liun.      Why'.' 

Wh>  iiiijic  li'i'tTitlly  <^aii  ui>\  Mr. 
ttp.ii>,o  loiiteiu  lumbfli  wilti  llif  i-.\i; 
LUlioiis  actually  ortltTtd  and  ai-tuallj 
ai.cijini)lish«Ml  by  Iht  HhIsIkvik  jjm- 
eriiineiit,  nally  govt  riiintiitally,  ami 
thoroughly  luovaLile  out  of  izvinii.i: 
Izvcisiia  liofs  not  try  tu  conoal  thi- 
liulMhevik  Tt-rror  from  Mr.  .Siiar^o. 
On  Jiuptf  mhti  7,  11*  IS,  fur  in.'^tam.f, 
the  Civil  War  and  the  'ifrroi'  !;•  inn 
in    full    cour.se,     Izveslia    curtly    says: 

"Astrakhan,  tjepteiiiocr  6.  On  the 
niKht  of  Sfptt-niber  -4,  an  lUeKUl 
ineetinK  of  KiKht  Sucuili.sus-ltevoUi- 
Ijuiiists  was  iliscovi  ri  il.  Aftt-r  the 
couiiter-it'vi'lutiunury  purpio.se  of  thi- 
ineetinj;  wan  di-i^closed,  tour  wf  lluni 
were  .shot.  U.-.suU-s  this,  live  White 
Guards    were   shot.  ' 

Kipially  curtly,  in  tli<-  nainc  is.sue, 
Izveslia  also   say.s: 

"YaroKlav.  September  0.  liy  order 
•  f  the  I'roviiuJul  i;.\tr.i'>rUinary  Cum- 
iiiisHioii,  eighteen  White  (Juards  weie 
shot." 

AKaln,  in  the  same  issue,  Izvestia 
Cives  panustakint;  publicity  to  a  mur- 
derous order  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Kxtraordlnary  Commi.s.sion  for  Com- 
bating the  Counter-Hevolution  at  the 
Front—  an  order  saying  that  the 
clergy  in  certain  districts  are  acting 
as  "police-dogs"  for  the  White 
Ouards  and  that  the  Chairman  there- 
fore commands  all  Kxtraordinary 
Commissions  at  the  Front  to  watch 
all  clergymen  especially  carefully 
and  to  "shoot  any  of  them  who  conie 
out  by  word  or  deed  against  the  Sov- 
iet  Government."      "By   word!" 

Also,  and  still  in  the  same  issue, 
Izve.stia  .says  that  in  I^etroifrad  twen- 
ty-nine "Counter  -  Revolutianarlss," 
includmg  certain  former  Tsaristic  of- 
ficials, named,  have  been  shot  in  an- 
swer to  the  attack  on  Comrade  Len- 
in and  in  answer  to  the  murder  of 
/^^.w7«^nj4_,  fT».ijpi^«T  Ky  order  of  "The 
Collegium  of  the  AU-Russlan  Extra- 
ordinary Ccimission"  and  "aa  an 
act  of  Red  Terror." 

Izvestia  quite  specializes  on  prov- 
ing the  ruthlessnees  of  the  Bolshevik 


';o\eriiiiieiit  toward  itn  politicul  op. 
poii.nt.M.  V.t  It  al.so  toui  h.M  sdme- 
lime.s  oil  ordinal)  criminology.  in 
m,-  l.^hue  of  .)uly  2n.  f»r  iii.stanp,>.  m 
the  same  iiiHue  out  (if  which  .Mr. 
.Spar^o  got  the  story  of  the  lynohnin 
at  l^oupiH,  and  on  th<)  .same  page 
with  that  .slorv,  and  in  the  same 
coliiniM  with  it,  an.t  not  three  inch.s 
from  It,  there  i.s  an  article  hea.t.-d  .\ 
-Vi  w     I'linii-hiiiei;',       It    says: 

'I'lie  l/.>cstia  ol  the  \i«roiiezli 
.Sm\i,.i  .ie.scribeh  a  new  and  original 
puiii.sliMi.iit  applied  ill  the  \oronezh 
itevoliitinnary  Tribunal,  which  con- 
si.st.s    of    the    following: 

(.'lie  guilty  of  a  crime  is  not 
placed  lu  pri.son  after  the  decision  of 
the  court  but  i.s  set  free  with  a  warn- 
ing that  if  he  i.s  .igain  I.miiuI  guilty 
of  another  crime,  even  oi  an  in- 
sianif leant  on-,  he  will  have  to  .s.-rve 
the  combiij.  I  sentences  for  both 
crimes,  for  ne  present  one  and  lor 
the   previous  one   together' 

"The  Tribunal  has  already  p.iss'd 
several  such  sentence.s.  It  is  said 
that  sin  h  sentences  ha\e  a  great 
moral     influence    on    the    ciuiiinals." 

This  article  might  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  Bolsheviks  are  capable  oi 
niatiiiig  a  sort  of  distinction  between 
la)  e.\ecuting  "Counter-iievolution- 
aries"  in  a  struggle  for  the  control 
of  the  State  and  (b)  administering 
ordinary  civil  and  criminal  justice. 
This  article  might  also  seem  to  in- 
dicate that  some  Bolsheviks — ut 
Jeast  In  N'oronezh — are  developing  a 
kind  of  criminology  regarded  as 
highly  creditable  and  humanitarian 
in  America.  Mr.  Spargo  did  not  find 
this  article.  It  slipped  from  under 
hi.s  thumb— or  his  informant's 
thumb. 

Mr.  Spargo's  greatest  omission, 
however,  in  his  book  on  Bolshevism, 
is  antl-BoIshevism.  Our  practical 
problem  in  Russia  i.s:  Shall  we  sup- 
port the  anti-Bolshevik  Governments 
in  Russia  against  the  Bolshevik  one? 
The  Bolshevik  one  u  anti-democratic 
and  terroristic.  Mr.  Spargo  does  not 
succeed  in  proving  that  Lenin  ob- 
jects   to    admitting      more    than    200,- 
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ism"  which  Lenin,  along  with  Mr. 
Spargo  succeed  In  proving  that  the 
supreme  Bolshevik  authorities  spend 
their  time  devising  laws  fer  tortur- 
ing  robbers.      But    Mr.   Spai-go      does 
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Indued  know,  and  everybody  known, 
and  tne  BoUhevik  Government  cla- 
Miorou.ily  claims,  that  the  ilolsheviK 
inrthuil  ib  a  nielhuU  wlilch  excludt.-. 
.1  great  many  ltUMtiiun&  irum  all  i)ai  - 
uiipation  in  the  tiovi-rnment  ot  ihtu 
country  and  whicli  naorts  to  a  ruHi- 
!»•»«  Alu  Its-Terror  whenever  neees 
^ar>.  But  what  ut'  the  auti-liolshe- 
viks  .' 

Dr.  Juha  Hickman,  ut  the  biiiKlirh 
Society  ot  Friends.  War  Victims'  lic- 
LiKii  (.Committee,  in  iiliti  and  in  lUii 
and  in  in  16,  worked  in  towns  and  iii 
the  town  ot  liuzuluk,  tor  instance, 
he  saw  the  a«ti-i''>l8hevik  Cossacks. 
ile  saw  them  driving  Itirou^h  the 
streets  witlt  a  cart-load  ot  lieadle&s 
bodies.  lie  says  that  tile  neasanis 
lemarked  t'  't  "those  Ijodies  were 
our  sons;  t-^y  joined  the  Hed  Guard 
to  defend  the  Kevolution."  lie  says 
that  this  Terror  by  tho  anti-Bolshe- 
viks  preceded  the  lied  Terror.  He 
say.s  tttat  in  the  ituzuluk  Deparl- 
iKL'iit.  during  this  preceding  anti- 
Bol.stievik  Terror,  there  were  order^< 
issued  Ihat  all  iiH-mbera  of  tlie  Sov- 
iet ami  all  men  iii  the  lied  Guard 
were  In  l>e  allot.  He  says  that  in 
the  tciivii  iif  Buzuluk,  an  eii'Ctior  was 
lliiii  lulil  "on  a  limited  francliise" 
and  tliai  "candidalea  for  office  were 
required  to  have  the  signature  on 
their  papers  of  certain  persona  whj 
had  held  office  under  the  old  retfime 
tthat  i.s,  under  the  Tsar.">  He  says 
that  a  Council  was  thus  elected 
"which  bore  a  close  resemblance  to 
that  which  had  e-\lsted  in  1916'"  un- 
der the  Tsui.  He  says  that  the  com- 
mtnl  of  people  on  vhe  street  was 
"Thi.s   i.s   too   ri'actionary    fur   us." 

Such  were  the  Council.s,  such  the 
local  Bovernnient.s,  which  came  nu- 
merously into  existence  in  the  valley 
of  the  Volga  during  the  first  great 
revolt  against  the  Bolshe\  ik  Govern- 
ment in  the  middle  of  1?1S.  Mr.  Spar- 
go.  on  page  ;;53  of  his  book,  men- 
tiiins  that  revolt  in  one  of  its  great 
outbreaks  in  the  town  of  Jaruslav. 
He  mentions  it  only  to  denounci.  the 
untl-demorracy  and  terrori.sm  of  the 
Bolshevlka. 
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ernment  in  Russia  today  is  the  gov- 
ernment of  Kolchak.  Will  Mr.  Spar- 
go  claim  that  Kolchak  has  ever  had 
2U0,00U       party-members — or     loo.OiJO 


— or  10,000 — who  have  ever  elected 
him  to  hlH  present  office,  ur  to  aiiy- 
lluiig.'  Will  Mr.  Spai«u  <  lalni  that 
Kolchak  fosters  ci\il  liocri>  and  the 
lieedoiii  of  the  press."  Will  Mr.  Spui  ■ 
go  claim  that  Kolchak  did  not  in>- 
lirisoii,  and  that  KolchaU'a  offU'ei.-< 
<lid  not  as.sa.->siiiate,  an  uiiarnied 
!-ioiip  of  prominent  aiili-Bolshevika. 
members  of  the  All-Uusaian  Con- 
stituent Assembli.  for  eiigagim:  in 
tile  primary  acUMty  ot  demociatn. 
citizenship — -"party    politics."  ' 

Vet  Mr.  Spargo  can  write  to  Itie 
pro-Kolchak  propagandist  magazine 
111  the  L  lilted  Slates— the  magUiiine 
lallud  Struggling  Itussia — and  can 
say: 

"Vou  are  doing  a  big  thuih  -big- 
«ei  for  America  than  lor  liua-iia  i'ou 
are  giving  Us  exactly  what  is  nceo- 
cd:  carefully  tested  aiilhoritalive  do- 
cumentary  evidence.  ' 

Thu  evidence  printed  in  Struggliu„ 
liUBsia  has  never  included  one  word 
exposing  the  anti-democracy  and  the 
terrorism  of  Kolchak.  Mr.  Spargo  s 
liook  IS  full  of  Miniilar  evidence,  simi- 
larly  tested. 

Mr.  Spargo  h.  s  been  Ud  to  write 
a  book  rousing  the  reader  to  furj 
again.,t  the  Bolsheviks,  both  for  the 
terrible  things  they  have  done  and 
for  terrible  things  ttiey  liuvc  iioi 
done,  and  rousing  the  reader  to  no 
fury  at  all  against  the  eiiually  mur- 
derous anti-HoLsheviks  who  in  prac- 
tice aie  the  governing  alternativen 
to  the  Bolsheviks.  .\lr.  Spargo  liaa 
been  led  to  write  a  boo'<  inclining 
the  reader  toward  intervention  in 
Jiussia  to  destroy  the  arbitrary  dic- 
tatorship of  a  certain  set  of  people 
on  the  nece.ssary  behalf  of  the  equal- 
ly arbitrary  dictatorships  of  certain 
other  sets  of  people.  Mr.  Spargo  has 
been  led  to  write  a  book  defying  and 
deluding  the  American  people'.-, 
primary  national  instinct  of  Hon 
participation  in  the  quariels  of  anti 
democrats  abroad. 

This  book  is  a  conspicuous  in- 
Mtance  of  the  propaganda  which  was 
perfectly    natural    during      the      war. 

jUdt    as    ITcin^ii    pi  opa^aliua     was    pn - 

fectly  natural  among  us  during  the 
period  of  our  American  Kevolution, 
but  which  is  today  as  dangerous  to 
the    true    welfare    and      to      the    true 
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moral  destiny-  of  the  American  Re- 
public as  French  propaganda  came 
to  bo  durinpf  WashiriKton's  admini- 
stration, when  WashinKtoii  rose 
usainst  it  and.  in  spite  of  all  tallv 
about    "allies"    and    about    "enemies," 


restored  America  to  an  absolute  non» 
Interest  and  non-interference  in  for- 
eign quarrels  involving  no  American 
motive  and  capable  of  determinint; 
no  issue  of  Americanism, 

WILLIAM     H.\i:l>. 
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